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For the Utica Christian Repository. 
ON THE ULTIMATE END OF DIVINE 
PROVIDENCE. 


The grand object pursued by the 
Deity, in all his works, both of crea- 
tion and providence, is his own glory 
and the general good of his kingdom. 
The giory of Gad, and the general 
good, are terms nearly synonymous 
and mutually imply each other. What- 


ever promotes the declarative glory of 


God equally advances the general 
good of his creatures. For, the high- 
est enjoyment of intelligent beings 
must consist in beholding the displays 
of the divine perfections. And by 
whatever meays the All-wise Govern- 
or of the universe secures the general 
good, by the same means he makes 
the brightest displays of his own glo- 
rious perfections. We believe that 
God is good, because we are constant- 
ly experiencing the fruits of his good- 
ness. We believe him to be infinitely 
wise, powerful, and beneficent, because 
he promotes the general good. 

We may say then, with the most 
perfect propriety, that the ultimate end 
of all the dispensations of Providence, 
is the advancement of the highest en- 
joyment of rational beings. ‘This sub- 
ject has been upon the divine mind 
from eternity. Before the worlds were 
created, when the earth was without 
form and void, and when darkness 
was upon the face of the deep, the 
Almighty was able to discover, amidst 
the infinite variety of plans that were 
present to his view, the exact number 
of intelligent beings it was best he 
should call into existence, and the most 
efficient means by which he could se- 
cure to them the greatest sum of hap- 
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piness: That plan, which, in the 
view of infinite wisdom would com- 
bine the most desirable consequences, 
infinite goodness would be disposed 
to adopt, and in all the operations of 
Providence, we must suppose, that the 
accomplishment of this object, would 
be kept constantly in view. 
Accordingly we read, the Lord hath 
made all things for himself. ‘That is, 
every thing which he has created is to 
subserve his purposes of benevolence, 
in diffusing peace and happiness 
through his vast dominions. On this 
account the works of God were at the 
beginning, said to be very good. ‘They 
were exactly adapted to the consum- 
mation of the beneficent designs of the 
Creator. The heavens would declare 
the glory of God, and the firmament 
would show forth his handy work. 
By every revolution in the heavens, 
and by all the operations of nature, 
the divine perfections would be untold- 
ed in such a manner, that the invisible 
things of him from the creation of the 
world would_be clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that were 
a even his eternal power and God 
ead. = 


“In earth and ocean, sky and air, 
All that is excellent and fair, 
Seen, felt, or understood, 
From one eternal cause descends, 
To one eternal centre tends, 
With ‘sod begins, continues, ends, 
‘The source and stream-of good.” 


The ultimate design of all these dis- 
plays of wisdom, power, and benefi- 
cence, is, as we have se:n above, the 
highest enjoyment of rational exist- 
ence. 

The same object is pursued by the 
Deity in his government of the moral 
world. Here too, the Lord has made 
and disposes of all things for himself. 

29 
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The hearis of kings, of potentates, | 
and of all the inhabitants of the earth 

are in his hands, and he turneth them 

as the rivers of water are turned, so 

that all the actions of all his creatures 

are made to subserve his purposes of 
general benevolence. Among the 

countless multitudes whom he has cre- 

ated, none were called into existence 

simply on their own account. No 

individual is permitted to have an in- 

ierest separate from the interest of the 

whole, and in distinguishing the objects 

of his favor, and of his displeasure, in 

dispensing his mercies and judgments, 

his rewards and punishments, the Al- 

mighty, as a wise moral governor is 

perfectly disinterested. Every subject 

of the divine government will be placed 

in such a condition as to answer some 

important purpose of general interest, 

and to forward the designs of him who 

worketh all things after the counsel of 
his own will. But to be more partic- 
ular. in the first place: 

The Lord seeks the good of indi- 
viduals, in subordination to the gener- 
al good. When the sovereign dis- 
poser of events calls an individual in- 
to his kingdom, or confers distinguish- 
ed favors upon any people, it is not for 
their sakes merely, or chiefly, that he 
does this, but for his own namesake, 
that his creatures, beholding the dis- 
plays of sovereign goodness, may re- 
joice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. Paul was made a vessel of 
mercy in distinction from his rebellious 
brethren, because, he was the most 

proper subject, to bear the name of 
the Lord before the Gentiles, and 
kings, and the children of Israel. 
The apostles were chosen and ordain- 
ed by Christ, that they might go and 
bring forth fruit, and that their fruit 
might remain, that through them the 
blessings of the gospel might descend 
to the generations that should come 
after them, and that by their exertions 
many sons and daughters might be 
brought home to glory. For the same 
reason the Jewish nation was sep- 
arated from the rest of the world, as 
the fittest instruments by which ‘the 


| 
| 


Lord could make known the riches of 
his goodnes. By the special fayoys 
conferred upon that people, and by all 
the dispensaii ions of Providence to- 
wards them, surrounding nations were 
convinced that there was a God in Is- 
rael. Thus we see, that the objects 
of divine favor are selected, not on 
their own account merely, but to an- 
swer some important end in the sys. 
tem of divine government. But, sec- 
ondly: 

The Lord sometimes sacrifices the 
good of individuals to promote the 
general good. The Lord hath made 
all things for himself; yea, even the 
wicked for the day of evil. In order 
that the Almighty may make a full and 
complete display of all his perfections, 
and thus accomplish the most desira- 
ble ends by the operations of the di- 
vine government, it is necessary that 
there should be vessels of wrath as 
well as vessels of mercy. Pharaoh 
was raised up a subject of the divine 
vengeance, that through him the Al- 
mighty might show his wrath and 
make his. power known. By the 
judgments of God upon Nebuchad- 
nezzar, the living were convinced that 
the Most High ruled in the kingdoms 
of men, and by the rejection of the 
Jews, salvation came to the Gentiles. 
Under the divine government the des- 
truction of one individual becomes the 
salvation of many, and the casting 
away of one people the riches of 
world. In view of this glorious truth, 
the Lord Jesus rejoiced in spirit and 
said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and 
prudent and hast revealed them unto 
babes: even so, Father, for so it seemed 
good in thy sight. Here we notice the 
sovereignty of God in distinguishing 
the objects of his favor and of his dis- 
pleasure, in hiding these things from 
the wise and prudent and in revealing 
them unto babes, and the reasons of 
the divine conduct in so doing, “Be- 
cause that so it seemed good in thy 
sight.” 


Should any inquire, how the dé 
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struetion of an individual is to promote | 


the general good, we answer, that it 
will be manifested to the assembled 
universe at the consummation of all 
things. ‘Till then, let us rest satisfied 
with what rejoiced the heart-of him 
who is the brightness of the F ather’s 
glory. and the express image of his 
person. “Even so, Father, for so it 
seemed good in thy sight.” We have 
the testimony of truth itself, that when- 
ever the Almighty sacrifices the good 
of an individual, he is influenced by 
considerations infinitely weighty, and 
by combining all the dispensations of 
Providence for the advancement of the 
general good, he gives his creatures the 
fairest opportunity to behold his glory 
which shines through all his works. 
Q the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and the knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are his judgments 
and his ways past finding out. 

The sentiments here advanced, may, 
we think, throw some light upon a 
subject which has been the occasion 
of much controversy among Chris- 
tians. We mean the doctrine of “dis- 
interested benevolence.” It has long 
been questioned whether a person 
should go so far out of himself as to 
feel that there is one good which must 
absorb every interest of a private con- 
sideration. In attempting to elucidate 
this subjeet, we shall not inquire how 
people have felt, but how they ought 
to feel, and how far our feelings should 
coincide with the feelings of the sove- 
reign disposer of events. 

Disinterested benevolence we be- 
lieve to be simply this, such a love for 
the general good as approves of the di- 
vine condict in sacrificing every other 
consideration to advance this object. 
That person, therefore, who, from a 
clear and distinct view of this truth, 
that the ultimate end of all the dispen- 
sations of Providence is the general 
good, that the happiness of some indi- 
viduals is sought in subordination to 
this object, and that the happiness of 
others is sacrificed to promote it, re- 
Joices in the divine government, pos- 
sesses the true spirit of disinterested be- 


nevolence. ‘ 


aa 


It is a question of no minor import- 
ance, how an individual possessing 
such a spirit, will feel concerning his 
ewn interest, when he contemplates 
the doctrine of divine sovereignty. 
There are three situations in which 
we may suppose such a person when 
he contemplates this truth. When he 
has a perfect assurance of his own 


| good estate,—W hen, although he may 
| have had such an assurance, he. is not 


conscious of it at the time,—and when 


he is doubting respecting his Christian 


character. 

There is no difficulty in determining 
the feelings of one who has a perfect 
assurance of his own goodestate. He 
knows the will of God respecting him- 
self, that he is a subject of the divine 
favor. Of course, he will desire that 
his own good may be promoted in sub- 
ordination to the general good. In 
this he exercises the true spirit of disin- 
terested benevolence. 

Again, suppose this person contem- 
plating the sovereign dispensations of 
Providence, and has not at the time a 
consciousness of his own good estate. 
Suppose that while his feelings are 
rising in triumphant alleluias, that the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth, he 
thinketh of himself, a subject of the 
universal government of Jehovah, and 
how will he feel? Will he be so much 
in love with darling self as to let go the 
glory of God, and the general good, 
and grasp at his own interest as the , 
paramount good, and the one that 
must absorb all others? Will he not 
rather cast himself without reserve into 
the hands of God to be disposed of 
according to his sovereign pleasure? 
Here too, we notice the influence of 
the spirit of disinterested benevolence. 

We come now to the third particu- 
lar which brings the subject directly - 
home to the hearts of most professing 
Christians. How few, among the 
great mass of the nominal disciples of 
our Lord can say, that they have a 
perfect assurance of their own goo 
estate! So far as our knowledge is 
concerned, the salvation of our souls 
is yet uncertain. It remains among the 
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secret purposes of him, who disposes |} of his whole kingdom. And thirdly, 


of all his works according to his sove- 
reign pleasure. How important then, 
is the inquiry, What ought to be the 
feelings of persons situated as we are, 
respecting their own interest? In an- 
swering this inquiry, we shall assume 
that our feelings ought to coincide with 
the feelings of God as far as they can 
be ascertained. If they do not, how 
can we be happy in his presence? 
How can we walk with God unless our 
feelings agree with his? What then | 
are the feelings of God with regard 
to our salvation? In the first place: 

We have every reason to believe | 
that he is not indifferent to our interest. 
Allthe dispensations of his providence, 
as well as the positive declarations of 
his holy word, evince the most ten- 
der regard for even the lowest of his 
creatures. He is long suffering to us- 
ward, not willing that any should per- 
ish, but that all should come to repent- 
ance. How shall 1 give thee up, 
Ephraim? How shall I deliver thee, 
israel? how shall I make thee as Ad- 
mah? how shall I set thee as Zeboim? 
My heart is turned within me, my re- 
pentings are kindled together. Such 
is the language of his Providence, such 
are the feelings of his heart, even to- 
wards his incorrigible enemies. Dis- 
interested benevolence, therefore, does 
not require us to be indifferent to our 
own salvation. On the contrary it 
demands the greatest anxiety and the 
most vigorous exertions on our part, 
to secure an object which infinite good- 
ness regards with such deep solicitude. 
But secondly: 

Although the Almighty is not indif- 
ferent to our salvation, yet, we must 
conclude that he regards the general | 
good as an object of greater importance 
than our individual good. If he did 
not, he would cease to be all-wise, and 
would no longer be worthy of the su- 
preme regard of his creatures. Dis- 
interested benevolence requires that 
our feelings should coincide with the 
feelings of God. We therefore should 
consider our own salvation an object 
of less importance than the happiness 








Since the Almighty considers the 
general good to be an object of greater 
importance than our personal good, 
we must conclude that he regards with 
deeper solicitude, the happiness of his 
whole kingdom, than he does that of 

| any individual subject of his kingdom, 
|Our happiness therefore will be sacri- 
| ficed if the general good require it; or 
if it is promoted at all, it will be only 
| in subordination to the ultimate ends 
| of the divine government. Here, too, 
let our feelings coincide with the feel- 
ings of God. Let us put the same 
estimate upon our own interest; and 
with him let us regard the happiness 
of his whole kingdom, with deeper so- 
licitude than we do our own. Let us 
rejoice that we are the clay and he is 
our potter, and that he will make us 


vessels unto honor or unto dishonor, 


according to his sovereign pleasure, 
But this is disinterested benevolence; 
this is all that is implied in the term, 
unconditional submission. To esti- 
mate our own happiness according to 
its real value, to rejoice that we are at 
the sovereign disposal of Jehovah, and 

| notwithstanding we feel a great anxie- 
ty for our own welfare, regard-the gen- 

eral good with deeper solicitude than 
we do our own, is the highest degree of 
benevolence ever attained by an intel- 
ligent being. 

Should it be said that we do not 
know what the will of God is, and 
therefore we ought not to he willing 
that our interest should be sacrificed; 
we answer, For the same reason we 
ought not to be willing to go to heaven. 
Eternal happiness is desirable in itself, 
and eternal misery is not. But since 
the whole weight of the objection rests 
upon our ignorance of the will of God, 
it certainly must have the s@me_bear- 
ing in the one case which it has in the 
other. 

Should it be further objected, that 
if this doctrine be true, we ought to be 
willing to become sinners and to re 
main the enemies of God forever; 
we reply, that if by the willingness 
here expressed, be meant, those fee! 
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The Pilgrims—-A Fragment. 


ings of quiet submission and cheerful 
acquiescence in divine Providence 
which flow from supreme love to God, 
and from a supreme and disinterested 
attachment to the general good, we be- 
jieve it to be the indispensable duty of 
every intelligent being to exercise it. 

But if the objection imply that wil- 
lingness which wicked men and devils 
feel, we believe that disinterested be- 
nevolence, as well as the precepts of 
the gospel, require feelings directly the 
reverse. In the act of submission, the 
mind contemplates the deity, not only 
as presiding over the destinies, but as 
directing the conduct of his creatures, 
and with the utmost alacrity commits 
to his all-wise and all-controling Prov- 
idence the supreme disposal of all his 
works. 

Disinterested benevolence is the dis- 
tinguishing characteristic, and the most 
amiable quality of the children of God. 
It is not, as many have supposed, the 
conclusion of cold speculation, nor the 
vagary of a disordered imagination. 
It is the legitimate deduction of sober 
reason, corroborated by the whole 
tenor of scripture. It is the natural 
breathings of a soul overflowing with 
the love of God. It shone forth inthe 
example of our Savior, during his whole 
life of trial and suffering, even in the 
garden, on the cross, and when in the 
agony of his soul, he prayed to be de- 
livered from the hour which was to 
overwhelm him with distress and an- 
guish: His language, on all such occa- 
sions, was, Father, glorify thy name. 
He submitted to affliction, not because 
it was temporary, but because, that on 
that account he came into the world. 

Disinterested benevolence assimi- 
lates the creature to his beneficent Cre- 
ator, and constitutes the highest bles- 
sedness of holy beings. In heaven 
every individual places his supreme 
enjoyment in the advancement of the 
general good. Thus the happiness of 
all intelligent beings becomes his own. 
His joy runs through the hearts of all 
the unnumbered millions who stand 


before the throne, while theirs are flow- | 
ing with constant accumulations into | 


his own bosom. M. A. 
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THE PILGRIMS. 
ANOTHER FRAGMENT. 

( Continued. ) 
Thoughtful. The times are much 
'changed since the pilgrim Christian 
| passed this way. 

Prudence. They are, indeed, chang- 
ed in many respects. Very few could 
| goon pilgrimage then without exposing 
themselves to the loss of their goods, 
‘and many suffered bends and impris- 
onments, and some even death itself. 

Ardent. All such dangers are past, 
I trust, forever. 

Pr. Perhaps not forever. It is as 
| true now, as then, that “all that, will 
live godly in Christ Jesus, shal] suffer 
persecution.” It is not persecution, 
indeed, in the same form now. Most 
civil governments now find it for 
their interest to protect the life, liberty 
and property of their subjects, let 
their religious opinions and" practices 
be what they may. But the same 
| spirit of opposition to all true pil- 
grims, still exists, and is manifested in 


—————— 





a great variety of ways. 

| Ard. But [ suppose that the influ- 
ence of true religion is now so exten- 
sively felt, and so rapidly increasing, 
that it would be impossible to bring 
any civil government to authorize a 

| persecution for conscience’ sake. 

Pr. Perhaps it may be ascribed to 
this, in part. I think it is also to be 
ascribed, in part, to the change which 
has taken place in the views of civil- 
ized nations, in regard to the political 

| rights of men. ‘This change of views 
in regard to the political rights of men, 
may have been a consequence of the 
influence of real religion in former 
generations; and the effect may have 
remained where the cause has ceased. 
The advocates of licentiousness also, 
| who have been so numerous within the 
last century, have found it for their 
interest to favor the cause of civil and 
religious liberty, at least, in profes- 
| sion, in order the better to forward 
|| their own designs. These things 
| may account for there being now no 
persecutions unto death for con- 


a ae. 








230 The Pilgrims—A Fragment. 


science’ sake, without supposing there | 
is any less enmity of heart against true | | 
religion now, than there was in the | 
days of the pilgrim Christian. 
Ard. Do you think, then, that | 
there is not now much more true re- |! 
ligion in the world than there was | 
thenr | 
Pr. Perhaps there is. But, as re- | 
ligion of some kind is quite fashiona- | 
bic now, there may not be so much || 
in reality as there is in appearance. | 
Great numbers do indeed assume the |, 
pilgrim’s dress and name, but many, |, 
by ‘their walk, give reason to fear that | 
they are not true pilgrims. Our } 
neighbors, who have set up the new | 
house, and call themselves by our | 
names, entertain many more than we | 
do. If true religion has had some in- | 
crease, aS we hope it has, of late } 
| 

| 


years, it is evident that false reiigion | 
has had a great increasealso. Sever- 
al new denominations of  errorists | 
have sprung up, since Christian’s time, 
which now number their thousands, 
and some their hundreds of thousands. 
And many of the children of those | 
who were renowned pilgrims in those 
days, have been carried away with 
prevailing errors, and never call at 
our house. And some, who we hope | 
are real pilgrims at heart, stay with us 
but a short time, and seem to be afraid 
to lay open their hearts to us. 

Ard. 1 had supposed that true re- 
ligion was greatly on the increase, 
and that no period had been so distin- 
guished as the present for revivals of | 
religion. 

Pr. Revivals of religion are prob- | 
ably more frequent at the guile. | 
than they have been for many years | 
before. And every genuine revival | 
is an increase of true religion. But, || b 
as every single christian grace has its | 
counterfeit, so doubtless that collection | 
of graces, which constitutes a revival | 
of religion, may have its counterfeit 
also. And the more revivals of reli- 
gion prevail, and the higher the esteem 
which is felt for them, the more it is to 
be apprehended that the great deceiv- 
ar will employ his art in endeavoring 


| the wheat. 


to imitate them. It would not be safe 
therefore, to conclude that every reli- 
gious excitement is a genuine revival, 

any more than that all the money in 
circulation is genuine coin. But as 
counterfeits are never attempted where 
there is nothing genuine to be counter- 
feited, the frequent recurrence of what 
are called revivals, (though many of 
' them sheuld prove revivals of false re- 
|ligion,) affords reason to conclude 
there is an increase of true religion, as 
well as of false. And when we come 
to compare the fruits they produce, 
this conclusion receives additional 
confirmation; for the fruit of some of 
them is undeniably good. 

Thoughtful. } perceive that it is 
necessary to distinguish the chaff from 
But many complain of 
those who attempt to do so, as if they 
wished to destroy the wheat as well as 
the chaff. 

Pr. Such complaints are highly 
unreasonable; and no prudent man 
would be deterred by them from cares 
fully separating his wheat from the 
chaff, before he lays it up in his gran- 
ary for use. Those who wish to vend 
their chaff under the name of wheat, 
may indeed, complain of such as at- 
tempt to distinguish them; but those 
who really value the wheat for its ex- 
cellent quality, will wish to have it 
separated from every worthless mate- 
rial, with which it may be mixed.— 
Or, to use the other figure, none but 
those who have an interest in the cir- 
culation of counterfeit money will be 
likely to complain of those who try to 
assist the public in distinguishing 
the counterfeit from the true. 

Ard. { have not only supposed that 
true religion is greatly on the increase, 

but that it would continue to increase 
and prevail, till the whole world shail 
become true pilgrims, and that that 
happy day cannot be far distant. 

Pr. The time is no doubt approach- 
ing,perhaps it is near at hand,when the 
knowledge of the Lord shall fill the 
earth, as the waters cover the seas.— 
But there may be a dark and trying 
day for true pilgrims before the time 
arrives. 
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Ard. You surprise me. I thought 
the church had seen her darkest days, 
jong since; and that there now remain- 
ed but little for her to do, but to take 
possession of the whole earth as her 
own. 

Pr. If you will look into the pre- 
dictions contained in the King’s book, 
of the introduction of those happy 
days, you will find that they are al- 
most uniformly connected with terri- 
ble and wasting judgments upon the 
enemies of the King. If all are about 
to become his friends, where will be 
the-enemies that are to be destroyed 
from off the earth? 

Ard. 1 had not attended to that 
fact. I recollect, indeed, that the 
- Prince Immanuel says, in one place, 
“the day of vengeance is in mine 
heart, and the year of my redeemed is 
come.” But is it not promised to the 
Prince Immanuel, in the second 
Psalm, that he shall have the heathen 
for his inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for his possession? 

Pr. Yes, they are to be delivered 
into his hands to be disposed of at his 
pleasure. But what has he to do with 
them? It is said in the next verse, 
“Thou shalt break them with a rod of 
iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces 
like a potter’s vessel.” And the 19th 
chapter of Revelation contains a de- 
scription of a most terrible destruction 
of the enemies of Immanuel, in which 
so many are to perish, that all the 
fowls of heaven are to be filled with 
their flesh; which is immediately fol- 
lowed by the binding of Satan, for a 
thousand years. Jn this description, 
it is said of the Prince Immanuel, 
“and out of his mouth goeth a sharp 
sword, that with it he should smite the 
nations: and he shall rule them with a 
rod of iron: and he treadeth the wine- 
press of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God.” This passage seems 
to refer to the aforementioned Psalm, 
and also to a passage in the 63d chapter 
. Of the prophet Isaiah, which chapter 
Contains the verse you mentioned.— 
In that chapter the church asks, “Who 
S this that cometh from Edom, 
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with dyed garments front Bozrah? 
this that is glorious in his apparel, 
travelling in the greatness of his 
| strength?” And Immanuel answers, 
| “i that speak in righteousness, mighty 
| to save.” Again the church asks, 
| 
| 








“Wherefore art thou red in thine ap- 
-parel, and thy garments like him that 
treadeth in the wine-fat?”? And he 
| answers, “f have trodden the wine- 
| press alone; and of the people there 
| was none with me: for I will tread 
_them in mine anger, and trample 
| them in my fury; and their blood shall 
be sprinkied on my garments, and I 
will stain all my raiment. For the 
day of vengeance is in mine heart, and 
the year of my redeemed is come.” 
The chapters connected with this con- 
tain promises of the happy days of the 
church, which are to be introduced by 
this terrible destruction of her enemies. 
The eKemies of the church, then, and 
of the great Head of the church, are 
to be very numerous in the time im- 
mediately preceding the day of mil- 
lenial glory: and are not to be convert- 
ed, but destroyed in a most terrible 
manner. 

Thought. Is there reason to expect 
a further increase of error and false re- 
ligion, in order to prepare the way for 
that appearance of the prince Imman- 
uel, so glorious in the eyes of his 
friends, so terrible to his enemies? 

Pr. I think there is. Connected 
with the drying up of the river Eu- 
phrates, in order to prepare the way 
of the kings of the East, the beloved 
disciple says; “And I saw three un- 
clean spirits, like frogs, come out of 
the mouth of the dragon, and out of 
the mouth of the beast, and out of 
the mouth of the false prophet. For 
they are the spirits of devils, working 
miracles, which go forth unto the 
kings of the earth, and of the whole 
world, to gather them to the battle of 
that great day of God Almighty.” 
I take this to mean, that error, and 
delusion, and false religion are to pre- 
vail, in order to gather men to the 
battle of the great day. 

Thought. Ase there any prophe- 
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cies which speak expressly of the | 
prevalence of error in the last times? | 
Pr. Yes; there are many. The | 
following are some of them. *'This 
know also in the last days, perilous 
times shall come. For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobe- 
dient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
without natural affection, truce bre: k- | 
ers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, || 
despisers of those that are good, trait- | 
ors, heady, high-minded, lovers of 
leasure more than lovers of God; 
Sniee a form of godliness, but deny- 
ing the power thereof: from such turn 
away. For of this sort are they which 
creep into houses, and lead captive | 
silly women, laden with sins, led 
away with divers lusts: ever learning, 
and never able to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth. Now as Jannes 
and Jambres withstood Moses, so do 
these also resist the truth: men of cor- 
rupt minds, reprobate concerning the | 
faith.’ “For the time will come | 
when they will not endure sound doc- | 
trine; but after their own lusts shall | 
| 





they heap to themselves teachers hav- 
ing itching ears; and they shall turn 
away their ears from the truth, and 
shall be turned unto fables.” “Now 
the Spirit speaketh expressly that in 
the latter times some shall depart from 
the faith,.. giving heed to soaring | 
spirits, and doctrines of devils; speak- | 
ing lies in hypocrisy; having their ryt 
conscience seared with a hot iron.’ | 
“Knowing this first that there | 
come in the last da 
ing after their own lusts, and saying, | 
where is the promise of his coming? | 
| 
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for since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they w ere from the 
beginning of the creation.” “But, be- 
loved remember ye the. words which | 
were spoken before of the apostles of 
the Lord Jesus Christ; how that they 
told you, there should be mockers in 
the last time, who should walk after 
their own ungodly lusts. These be 
they which separate themselves, sen- | 
usal, having not the pont 
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Thought. Is it not reasonable ty 


| expect, “that if error thus prevails, it 


wiil be accumpanied with a more vioe 
lent opposition to the truth, than now 
appears, and even a persecution of its 
friends, to banishment anu death? 

Pr. Lthink it isnot unreasonable to 
expect such a consequence. When. 
ever Civil governments have persecut- 
ed, it has been under the pretence 
‘that those they so treated, were ene. 
mies to the state. When the number 
pat the triends of truth shail have be. 
| come small, and error greatly pre. 
vails, it wilt not be strange iu laws 
should be enacted which wue chris. 
lians Cannot conscientiously obey; 
and must therefore submit to thei 
penalues, or flee for their lives. 

dhought. 4 remember that the mis. 
iresses of the new house, where we 
staid jast night, boasted that many o 
the King’s ambassadors were acting 
under their influence, and propagating 
their maxims. A this is true, it doubt 
less contributes very much to accele 
rate the progress ol error. 

Pr. it is to be feared that some, 
whom the King has sent forth, have 
been imposed upon by them, and fall 
en too much under their infiuence— 
And there is no doubt that very maiy 
who call themselves the King’s aib 
bassadors, are heartily engaged in the 
saine cause with theimselves. 

Ard. \t is greatly to be lamentet 
that any who iwcintain the che 
'of the true ambassadors ol hung 
should lend their influence, in ab) 
way, to the propagation of error. | 
trust they cannot Go It 6 apy great 
tent, or they woud themselves discoY 
er their fauit, and relurm. 

Pr. Perhaps they do it more & 
tensively than they theniselves ale 
aware of, By complying with te 
maxims of Carnal-iviiey, uncer te 
name-of Prudence, thew exeri a pow 
erful influence against the cause, 
truth, in many ways. Andi they ‘ 
the saime tine support the character o 
great and good men, it greatiy mered> 
es that influence. One individual 
this description, who does so, is likely 
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io use his influence with his brethren 

to persuade them to do likewise. The 
native temper of the human heart is 

on the side of error, and against the 

truth. Ifthe truth is kept out of sight for 

fear of giving offence, the contrary er- 

yor will be embraced, and spread 

among the people. If one such man 

keeps back some of the most offen- 

sive truths which others preach, his 

example will be pleaded as a proof 
that the others do wrong. And if he 

is inquired of, ou the subject, he will 

scarcely fail of saying something in 

his own justification, which will go to 

condemn his more faithful brethren. 

He will then render himself popu- 

lar with those who hate the truth; 

and being esteemed a great and good 

man, he will have influence with many 

who love the truth, to make them think 

it imprudent to press it upon the con- 

sciences of those who dislike it. And 

thus he will be destroying the influ- 

ence of his more faithful brethren, and 

setting even the friends of truth 

themselves against the faithful dec- 

laration of it. And when the influ- 

ence of his more faithful brethren is, 

by this means, destroyed, it is said at 

once that they lost it by their own im- 

prudent conduct; and the loss of it is | 
pleaded as a proof that their conduct | 
was wrong. And thus, the evil accu- 
mulates, and extends itself far and 
wide; and the consequences go down 
to succeeding ages, and are never 
fully known, till the day of judgment 
discloses them, and the eternal pit re- 
echoes with the groans of those who 
have been destroyed for ever by this | 
means. 

Thought. What did the great apos- 
tle of the Gentiles mean, when he 
said, he ‘became all things to all men, 
that he might by all means save some?’ 

Pr. It is evident that he did not 
mean a compliance with any thing un- 
lawful. And from what he elsewhere 
Says, it is plain that he considered it 
unlawful to disguise or keep back the 
great truths of the Gospel. 
connection in which he says it, it ap- 
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monies of the law of Moses, when 
among the Jews, and an omission of 
them when among the Gentiles, were 
the things chiefly spoken of. A com- 
pliance with the innocent customs of 
those among whom we are, in order 
to gain their attention to the truth, 
would be in accordance with his dec- 
laration andexample. “To the weak 
he says, became I as weak, that i 
might gain the weak.” That is, he 
adapted his instructions to the capa- 
city of his hearers, and took pains 
to teach them in such a manner as to 
be understood; not making a vain os- 
tentation of his learning or talents, to 
excite the admiration of his hearers, 
but giving his instructions in a plain 
and familiar manner. 

Thought. What did he mean by 
saying to the Corinthians, “I have 
fed you with milk, and not with meat; 
for hitherto ye were not able to bear 
it, neither yet now are ye able?” 

Pr: By milk he doubtless meant 
the first principles of the gospel, those 
plain, fundamental truths, the belief 
and love of which are so necessary to 
the growth and comfort of the children 
of God; and by meat such truths as 
are less necessary to be known, and 
more difficult to be understood. What 
those truths are which he calls milk, 
may be learned from what he pro- 
ceeded to teach to the Corinthians, 
after making this declaration. They 
are the same truths he taught in all 
his epistles, and in all his preaching; 
and what he calls meat, we may gath- 
er from such truths as he taught to 
others, but not to the Corinthians. 
Perhaps the connection of the ceremo- 
nial law with the christian dispensa- 
tion, and the things signified by its 
various types and shadows, and the 
prophecies respecting the millennium, 
are of this description. He taught 
these things to others, but not to the 
Corinthians. Many in these days of 
abounding error and iniquity, wrest 
these declarations of the apostle, to 
justify themselves in practices which 
the same apostle most pointedly con- 


pears, that a compliance with the cere- || demus, and which his whole practice 
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After this conversation, the pilgrims || distress of mind he feels when awaken« 


were taken to see the rarities of the 
house, which had been shown to 
Christian and other pilgrims before; 
alter which they returned to dinner, 
which was a meal of the same descvip- 
tion as their former one; and after 
they had dined, they sung the follow- 
ing hymn: 
“In thine own ways, O God of love, 
We wait the visits of thy grace; 
Our souls’ desire is to thy name, 
And the remembranee of thy face, 
Look how rebellious men deride 
The tender posenee of our God; 
But they shall feel thy lifted hand, 
And feel the scourges of thy rod. 
Mark! the Eternal rends the sky, 
A mighty voice before him goes; 
A voice of musie¢ to his friends, 
But threat’ning thunder to his foes. 


Come, children, to your Father's arms, 
Hide in the chambers of my grace, 
Till the fierce storms be over-blow n, ' 

And my revenging fury cease. 


My sword shall boast its thousands slain, 
And drink the blood « f haughty kings; 

While heavenly peace around my flock 
Stretches its soft and shady wings. 


RUNYANUS. 
(To be concluded. ) 
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MR. STEELE’S SERMON. 


( Concluded from p. 208. ) 
Rom. 9.15. For he saith to Moses, 
I will have mercy on whom I will 
have mercy, and I will have com- 
passion on whom I will have com- 
passion. 


APPLICATION. 


4. It appears from what has been 
said under the doctrine concerning the 
source and nature of that pain and dis- 
tress of mind felt by the sinner under 
conviction, that his conviction is not 
to be ascribed to that operation of the 
Holy Ghost by which any moral 
change is made in the sinner. 

The Holy Ghost, in the execution 
of his office work on the creature, does 
not dispose him to quarrel with the 
character, law, and government of 
God, nor to hate Christ, the doctrines of 
grace, and the way of salvation by the 
atonement. It does not dispose him to 
exalt self, and go about to establish his 
own righteousness. But all this is 


tue of the sinner. in all that pain and 





we are taught that holiness is produced 


LN 





ed, and in every stage and degree of 
conviction he may have, while unre 
generate. These feelings therefore do 
not appear to be the truit of the ope- 
ration of the [oly Ghost. Besides, 
The office work of the Holy Ghos¢ 
seems to consist in the production. of 
moral virtue or holiness in the crea. 
ture. Hence, regeneration, which js 
the beginning of spiritual life in the 
i. is called, “the renewing of the 
| Holy Ghost.” = And_ sanctification, 
| which is the continuance of spiritual 
life, by drawing out into action, and 
| by increasing and strengthening grace 
| infused in regeneration, is by the same 
| Spirit. By the same author, and in 
| the same manner, by which grace at 
| first exists in the soul, it is continued 
|and supported. By the word of God 


.in the creature by the Spirit of God, 
as was just observed. And the fruits 
of its operation are, not quarreling with 
God, hating Christ, and moral truth, 
but they are “love, joy, peace, long 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance.” It hence ap 
pears, that conviction is not the office 
work of the Holy Ghost; because the 
office work of the Holy Ghost is to 
form in the creature a new character, 
and to support that character when 
formed. ‘The fruit of the Holy Spirit 
is holiness; but no holiness can be pre- 
dicated of the exercises of the unregen- 
erate, be their convictions ever so great. 
Hell is full of convicts. Devils and 
damned men and women have been 
long under conviction; and they will be 
longer still, even to all eternity. Is 
the Holy Ghost operating on thei 
minds? No, it is a sense of truth, and 
the power of God holding their minds 
to view and realize truth, together witli 
a consciousness of their wickedness 
and desert, which give them these bit- 
ter reflections and full conviction. 
| The conviction of these miserable 
| creatures in hell, and the conviction 
| of sinners in this world, is, doubtless 
| 
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of the same kind, and from the same 
source, 
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Let not the sinner, then, think, that 
under the severest angtish of mind he 
ever felt or can feel, his heart is mend- 
ing or growing better. It is hell be- 
yun, and it will be hell complete, un- 
less you have a temper of heart essen- 
tially diferent. It does not promote, 
nor will it ever effect, a change of heart. 
That is the prerogative of God. And 
he saith in the text; “I will have mer- 
cy on whom I will have mercy, and 
I will have compassion on whom I 
will haye compassion.” * 

5, If character be formed by mental 
exercise, and if the character of every 
one be as is the prevailing temper of 
the heart, we learn, how highly it con- 
eerns us to be thoroughly acquainted 
with our own heart. 

That moral beings have no moral 
character aside of, or without volition, 
or moral exercise, is evident. And 
by the bible it is very obvious that all 
sin and holiness consist essentially in 
mental exercise. Hence it is certain 
that we cannot know our true charac- 
ter, but from a knowledge of the na- 
ture of our exercises. We must look 
inward, and kn®Bw our heart, in order 
to know whether we are friends or en- 
emies to God; whether we love our 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, or de- 
spise and reject him. Accordingly, 
we find, that we are called upon in 
the word of God to examine ourselves, 
in order to know whether we have re- 
ligion or not. “Examine yourselves 
whether ye be in the faith; prove your 
own selves.” Again, “But let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat of 
that bread and drink of that cup.” 

That it highly concerns us to gain a 
deep and thorough acquaintance with 
our own heart, will appear, if it be con- 
sidered, 

First, We cannot know our total 
depravity ef heart, but by an acquaint- 
ance with our own heart. 

The total depravity of the human 
heart is taught with clearness in the 
word of God. Of this truth we may 
have a general belief; but full convic- 
fon of it, with reference to ourselves, 
arises from self reflection and from 
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comparing our exercises with the holy 
law of God. That we do, while un- 
regenerate, hate God with a perfect 
hatred, that we despise and reject Je- 
sus Christ, that we oppose salvation by 
him, and the doctrines and duties of 
christianity, are truths which none ever 
realize but in consequence of a deep 
and thorough acquaintance with their 
own heart. And until a person real- 
izes these things to be true with refer- 
ence to himself, he will not feel himself 
to be ina situation in which he cannot 
help. himself. He will, therefore, set 
about doing something, and will put 
dependence on what he is doing. As 
he makes progress in knowledge, with 
respect to his character, he discovers 
more and more sin in his heart. Hence 
arises his sense of danger. And as 
his sense of danger increases, he is 
more and more alarmed. And hence, 
with engagedness and zeal, he sets 
about duty. While the sinner, now 
awakened, has these views of his sin- 
fulness and danger, and is thus exert- 
ing himself in what he calls duty, he 
is putting entire dependence on what 
he is doing. He flatters himself with 
a vain hope that he is growing better, 
getting religion, and will by and by 
become a good man; that if his con- 
cern continue a little longer, if he pray 
a little more, and if he go on in the 
same line of conduct, he will soon be 
a christian. He thinks, “surely a God 
of infinite goodness will not withhold 
mercy from such a poor, sinful, miser- 
able creature as I am; especially, when 
I am doing all I can, every day, to 
serve and please him, and do as he 
commands me.” 
| Stop, sinner! Look into thine own 
| heart! Pause a moment, and examine 
| the feelings of thine own soul. Com- 
pare the temper of your heart with the 
holy law of God, and the requirements 
of the gospel. Examine, and you will 
find, as to God, your heart is enmity; 
as to the law, you are “not subject to 
it;” as to Christ, you “will not have 
him to reign over you.” As to the 
doctrines of christianity, they are “hard 
i sayings;” as to salvation by Christ, 
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you will not have it that way; you 
“will not come to him, that you might 
have life.” Thus you will find, that 
you have not done one duty, nor made 
one prayer, nor taken one step in re- 
ligion. You will find, therefore, that 
no dependence can be put on any thing 
you have done; that “all your right- 
eousness is_as filthy rags.” You will 
find, that to hell you are going, with 
all your duties about you, unless the 
disposition of your heart be essentially 
altered.” 

It hence appears, that a knowledge 
of your depravity is necessary to cut 
you off from trusting to a righteous- 
ness of your own; necessary to teach 
you that your character is all sin and 
guilt, let your terror and distress of 
mind under conviction be ever so great; 
and that, be you ever so constant, and 
abundant, and zealous, in your endeav- 
ors, yet in nothing do you please God. 

It is further observed, that, the 
scheme of grace and salvation in the 
gospel implies and supposes the sinful 
and helpless state of fallenman. And 
did any one ever exercise repentance 
towards God and faith towards our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but in a view of 
the excellency and sufficiency of Christ, 
and alively and clear view of his own 
complete sinfulness and undone condi- 
tion? The sinner, in the exercise of 
repentance and faith, does, among 
other things, give up all his former 
ideas of obtaining relief from his sins 
and from his distress by his own exer- 
tions. He is now sensible that he is 
in a lost and miserable condition, be- 
cause he is in asinful condition. And 
he is now fully sensible that he must 
be lost and miserable to all eternity, 
unless the powerful and sovereign grace 
of God give him relief. With such 
views of himself, he gives himself up to 
God, and trusts himself in the hands 
of Christ, and says, as Thomas, “My 
Lord and my God.” Again, 

We cannot know whether we have 
religion or not, but in consequence of 
a knowledge of our own hearts. 

The wrong opinion which some 
form of their own character arises from 
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ignorance of the taste and disposition 
of their heart. Some believe they are 
christians, who are not. Some believe 
they are not christians, who are. But 
the real character of a man does not 
depend upon the opinion he entertains 
of himself; for every one’s character js 
as it is in itself, let his opinion of himself 
be as it may. Now, in order that any 
one may know his true character, he 
must know what is the prevailing bias 
of his heart. The Christian cannot 
know that he is a Christian, and has 
religion, nor can the sinner know that 
he is asinner, and has not religion, 
but in a view of the taste of his own 
heart. 

The passions of the human soul un- 
der certain circumstances are called 
out into very lively and strong exer- 
cise, so that one who attends to them 
but superficially may conclude they 
are gracious affections, when it is ani- 
mal nature only that is moved, by 
which those passions are called into 
action. This, no doubt, is frequently 
the case, under afflictions occasioned 
by death. One loses a husband, or 
wife, or child, or parent, or friend. 
Deeply is the heart wounded by such 
an event. It spreads gloom and mel- 
ancholy all around. At such a time, 


one is willing to be sequestered frem - 


company, and to mourn and _ grieve 
alone. By this he may think his heart 
is really detached from vain amuse- 
ments and foolish conversation. He 
now attends on his secular affairs with 
a heavy heart. Melancholy hangs on 
his mind all the day, grief and gloom 
all the night. This, by him, is sup- 
posed to be weanedness from the world, 
arising from a full conviction that all 
below is vanity. His heart aches 
while he smarts under the severe chas- 
tisement. This he considers to be 
that humbleness of mind which mourn- 
ers ought to exercise. He believes in 
the providence of God—that He gov- 
erns the world; and knows that He 
can do as he pleases, in disposing of 
all his comforts, and that there is no 
avoiding it. This, in his view, is sub- 


mission to the holy and sovereign wil! 
of God. 
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Thus persons may view themselves 
to be in the high exercise of self-denial, 
mortification to the world, humility, 
and submission to the divine will, un 
der afllictive providences, when it is 
only animal nature, a little softened 
down for the present, and put under 
some restraints by afflictions. These 
check the person from pursuing those 
kinds and ways®f sin, with the eager- 
ness and gaiety to which he had been 
habituated. 

But although there may be this 
mighty visible alteration, there may 
be, perhaps, not one right feeling of 
heart, no mortification to the world, 
no humility, and no submission to the 
holy government of God. ‘The moral 
faculties of the soul, as they respect 
God and his righteous providences, 
may be now roused up to a greater 
measure of murmuring and quarreling, 
than under any previous circumstances. 

When events of this nature take 
place, we cannot know whether the af- 
fections and passions excited by them 
arise Wholly from animal nature being 
affected by the dissolution of natural 
ties, or whether they are the exercise 
of holy love, by which only we submit 
ourselves to God, and learn obedience 
by what we suffer, but as we get a 
knowledge of our exercises, in their 
source, nature, and end. 

The mind of the awakened sinner 
is greatly agitated with terror, fear, 
and concern, when truth shines into 
his understanding clearly, and his 
conscience is wounded. At~-such a 
time he will pray, attend public wor- 
ship, read the scriptures, and be much 
in conversation upon the things of re- 
ligion. This, in his view, is the be- 
ginning of religion. But the bible 
teaches us that he is not a subject of 
moral virtue, and that he performs no 
action as God requires. All his con- 
duct flows from an “evil heart.” But 
how will the sinner know that all is 
Wrong, within and without, bug by 
diving deeply into himself, learning his 
own heart, and comparing his exercises 
vith divine truth? 

Mhere is a “repentance unto life,” 
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and there is a “sorrow which worketh 
death.” In gospel repentance, there 
is mourning and sorrow and grief; so 
there is in legal repentance. Now 
there is a wide difference between 
mourning for sin, as sin, and mourning 
for it because of its consequences. 
The gospel penitent mourns, and is 
sorry, because he has sinned against 
God. ‘The other grieves and mourns, 
because he is going to hell. 

We read of “the faith of God’s 
elect; and we read of “the faith of 
devils.” The sinner believes; so does 
the Christian. But there is a wide 
difference, in kind, between the faith 
of the one and the faith of the other. 
And it is of vast importance that we 
distinguish these two kinds of faith. 
But we cannot know whether we have 
that faith with which the promises of 
the gracious covenant connect salva- 
tion, or whether it is that kind of faith 
which we may have and goto hell, but 
only as we know the nature of our own 
exercises. Evidence, therefore, of our 
being penitents or impenitents, believ- 
ers or unbelievers, depends on self 
knowledge. 

There are nsany actions we perform, 
which, in our view, and in the judg- 
ment of others, wear the semblance of 
religion, but do not partake of the na- 
ture of moral virtue. And there are 
many affections exercised by us, which, 
by acursory view may be judged to 
be gracious affections: but yet, do not, 
in the least, partake of the nature of 
holy love. There are so many temp- 
tations, from the world, the flesh, and 
the devil; the heart is so deceitful; so 
narrow is the way that leadeth to life, 
and so broad the way that leadeth to 
destruction; that the high importance 
of a deep and thorough knowledge of 
ourselves must be felt by every consid- 
erate mind. Again, 

We cannot know whether we have 
a title to the promises of the gracious 
covenant, or not, but from a know- 
ledge of ourselves. 

The promises which respect the sal- 
vation of God’s elect, and the bless- 
ings which they are to participate 
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through Christ, were originally and |j faith, is, by reflecting on your own 
primarily made to him. Saith the || exercises, or gaining an acquaintance 
apostle, “All the promises of God in || with your own heart. If you hope 
him are yea, andin him amen.” The || you are a Christian, you must look 
regenerate have a title to the good pro- || for Christ, not out of yourself, but 
mised, only in consequence of union || within; for there he abides, and lives, 
with him. By faith is this union ef- || and reigns, by the operation of his 
fected. It is by faith that Christ dwells || Holy Spirit. Again, 
an the heart. And Christ dwelling We can have no evidence that we 
in the heart by faith is the only foun- || are fitted for glory a#d happiness in 
dation of the hope of glory. “Christ || heaven, but from a view of our own 
in you,” saith the apostle, “the hope |) exercises. 
of glory.” Now, by virtue of this un- | Under the former particular, we 
ion with Christ, the believer becomes || attended to that which gives title to 
united to God. “All mine are thine, || eternal life. Here, something will be 
and thine are mine.” To them God || observed respecting meetness or pre- 
says, “I will be a Father unto you, || paredness for it. Both teach us the 
and ye shall be my sons and my daugh- || importance of knowing ourselves. 
ters.” And the apostle says to them, On the gracious plan of salvation 
“All things are yours; whether Paul, || revealed in the gospel, a way is pro- 
or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or || vided by which such vile and sinful 
life, or death, or things present, or things || creatures, as we are by nature, may 
to come; all are yours; and ye are || be prepared for heavenly glory and 
Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.” It is | happiness. For this, the apostle, in 
the will of Jesus Christ, who is the || his prayer for the faithful brethren at 
head of all dominion and influence to || Colosse, gives thanks; “Giving thanks 
believers, that they should be glorified || unto the Father, which hath made us 
with him. This privilege the Lord || meet to be partakers of the inherit- 
Jesus Christ claims for his elect, in || ance of the saints in light.” Natural 
consequence of this high and holy un- || ly we are unmeet to partake of that 
ion. “I in them, andthou in me, that || inheritance. Our Savior asserts, “Ve- 
they may be made perfect in one; and || rily, verily Isay untothee,excepta man 
that the world may know that thou hast | be born again, he cannot see the king- 
sent me, and hast loved them as thou || dom of God.” The import of this is, 
hast loved me.” ‘There he states the |) that those who are born again, shall 
union of which we are speaking. Then || see the kingdom of God. One inspit 
follows the claim on their behalf. || ed apostle says, “Without holiness no 
“Father, I will that they also whom || man shall see the Lord;” which im- 
thou hast given me be with me where I || plies, that if we are holy, we “shall 
am, thatthey may behold my glory || see the Lord;” that is, enjoy God. 
which thou hast given me.” } And again, “Believe on the Lord 
The believer being united to Christ || Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 












by faith, becomes interested in the |} Now, if it be asked what is the ev- 
promises, and hence has a title to glo- || idence that we are born again? The 
ry with Christ. If, therefore you || answer is, the exercise of holy love. 
would evidence to yourself the certain- “Every one that loveth, is born of 
ty of your salvation, you must have | God, and knoweth God. He that 
evidence of union with Christ. If j loveth not knoweth not God, for God 
you wish to gain evidence of union || is dove.” He that is regenerated has 
with Christ, it must be by evidencing | evideace of it in the exercise of gra- 





to yourself that you have that faith | cious affection. If you have not this 
which purifies the heart and works by } disposition, you perform no act of 
love. And the only means by which | obedience. ‘He that loveth me not, 
you can ke assured you have that |i keepeth not my sayings.” All the 
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conforntity of a creature to the moral 
verfections of God, and all obedience 
to divine commands, consists essen- 
tially in benevolent affection. “If a 
man love me, he will keep my words.” 
(Obedience to Jesus Christ, is, by him, 
made the distinguishing characteristic 
of friendship. ‘Ye are my friends, if 
ye do whatsoever I command you.” 
An Apostle saith, “And hereby we 
do know that we know him, if we 
keep his commandments. He that 
saith, I know him, and keepeth not 
his commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him. But whosoever 
keepeth his word, in him verily is the 
love of God perfected.” 

We see, by laying these observa- 
tions together, in what doth consist a 
meetness for the inheritance of the 
saints in light, a fitness for heavenly 
glory and blessedness. It is regen- 
eration, holy love, friendship to God, 
and obedience to his holy will. Friend- 
ship is evidenced by obedience. Holy 
love is the source of all obedience; 
and the existence of holy love is ev- 
idence of regeneration. Therefore, 
all those who are subjects of “the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost,” will by 
srace be prepared for glory. Hence, 
then, you see, that you must be holy, 
or you cannot be happy. ‘This _holi- 
ness consists in the exercise of benev- 
olent affection. Evidence of the ex- 
istence of such a temper you must 
have, or you can have no assurance 
of your salvation; because you can 
have no evidence of a meetness for 
heaven. To know whether you are 
ripening for heaven or hell, is certain- 
ly what concerns you. Fitness for 
heavenly blessedness depends, wholly, 
on the frame of your heart. And 
what is its prevailing taste and incli- 
nation you cannot know, but as you 
gain a deep and thorough acquaint- 
ance with yourselves. Follow, then, 
the apostolic direction, “Let every 
man prove his own work.” 

To conclude. We are all formed 


for eternity, and are now in a state of 


probation. We are subjects of moral 


sovernment, and are, by our exercises 
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and conduct, forming a character in 
which we shall love God, or blaspheme 
his holy name; rejoice or groan, to al! 
eternity. All our actions, and all our 
exercises, in this life, will have influ- 
ence through endless duration. heir 
influence will run parallel with our ex- 
istence. So that we shall be eternally 
better, or eternally worse, tor what we 
are, and for all we do, in this world. 

Oh, how important, then, is the con- 
duct of man! How unspeakably im- 
portant to us, that we form such a 
character, that we may through grace, 
have a title to, and be prepared for, 
that “rest which remains for the 
people of God;” that, when our days 
are numbered and finished, and we 
go hence to be here no more, “an en- 
trance may be minstered unto us 
abundantly into the everlasting king- 
dom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.” 

‘To prevent persons from resting in 
a religion, and pursuing a series of re- 
ligious conduct, which will end in 
their destruction, is one design of the 
foregoing discourse. It is expected, 
however, that those who are unwil- 
ling to own a sovereign God, will say, 
as the Jews to our Savior, “These are 
hard sayings, who can hear them?* 
If they are the faithful and true sayings 
of God, as they appear to be, from 
the abundant scripture testimony 
which has been brought into view, it 
is earnestly requested that no one ma 
turn away from what is here said, be- 
cause it is contrary to his former opin- 
ion, or because admitting tnese things 
to be truth will totally destroy the 
good opinion he has had of his reli- 
gious character. Hard things must 
be said, and hard things must be 
heard, and hard things must be felt, 
and hard work must be done, if ever 
these proud and hard hearts are soft- 
ened and bowed and brought down to 
the foot of a holy Sovereign. And if 
this is not dove, something harder 
than all this will be the consequence. 

If you are treasuring up wrath 
against the day of wrath, in the prac- 
| tice of your supposed religion, better, 
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much better is it, to be fully convinced 
of your mistake, while there is room 
and space to repent, than to glide on 
smoothly in a false religion, until in hell 
you lift up your eyes being in torments, 
where, by the sense of feeling, convic- 
tion will be brought home to your mind 
with irresistible evidence; and too late, 
alas, for you. you will learn your folly, 
your madness, and fatal mistake. Be 
warned, then in time, to fly from im- 
pending ruin! 

The unregenerate, whether secure 
or awakened, are constantly in immi- 
nent danger. Their case is awful; 
because they are every moment expos- 
ed to die, and go to hell, there to reap 
the consequences of their hatred to 
God and truth. Oh do not flatter 
yourselves into destruction! 
day cometh that shall burn as an oven: 
and all the proud, yea, and all that do 
wickedly, shall be stubble; and the 
dav that cometh shall burn them up, 
saith the Lord of Hosts.” Be entreat- 
ed not to linger in Sodom, until fire 
and brimstone be rained on you from 
heaven. The hand of justice will ar- 
rest you, and Almighty wrath, from 
which you never, never, never can es- 
cape, will every where surround you, 
except you repent. 

Up, Oh sinner, up; get you out of 
your present state. Flee to the strong 
hold; flee, while you are a prisoner 
of hope; ctherwise you will soon be 
a prisoner in despair, “where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched.” Leave yourself with 
God; trust: your all with Jesus Christ; 
and you are safe; Oh, how safe, how 
holy, and happy, and glorious forever 
and ever. But if you will reject him, 
slight his love, and oppose his grace 
and truth, you must alas, take the con- 
sequence of a choice so fatal and un- 
wise. He saith, “whosoever findeth 
me, findeth life, and shall obtain favor 
of the Lord: But he that sinneth 
against me wrongeth his own soul. 
All they that hate me, love death.” 
Therefore, “If thou be wise, thou shalt 
be wise for thyself: but if thou scorn- 
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We have heard with our ears, 0 
God, our ; 

, our fathers have told us, what 
work thou didst in their days; in the 
times of old. 

How thou didst drive out the hea. 
then with thy hand, and planteds 
them; how thou didst afflict the people 
and cast them out. 

_For they got not the land in posses. 

| S20n, by their own sword, neither did 

their own arm save them; but thy 

right hand und thine arm, and the 

light of thy countenance, because 
thou hadst a favour unto them. 

Long after their emancipation from 

| Egyptian bondage, the children of 
| Israel remembered with gratitude, and 
| celebrated with joy that great and glo- 
| rious event. Nor did they forget that 
| 1t was not by their wisdom or power, 
but by the mighty arm of God, and 
under the smiles of his countenance 


pg 
an independent nation. 


As generation rose after generation, 
|| the fathers told to their sons, and they 
}again to theirs, what God had 
wrought for them. It was thus they 
| possessed and enjoyed the good land 
_ that he gave them, and were led year- 
ly to remember with gratitude and 
celebrate with praise and thanksgiv- 
ing, the kindness and care of Jehovah. 

The day in which he delivered 
them from oppression, he commanded 
to be forever observed by them, as a 
lasting memorial of his goodness; and 
doubtless many of the Psalms of Da- 
| vid, were composed and sung on that 
/memorable day. 

The analogy there is between that 
people and this nation, as it respects 
the dispensations of divine providence, 
is too striking to pass unnoticed; and 
with the greatest propriety we may; 
on this anniversary, adopt the lan- 
| guage of the sweet Psalmist of Israel, 
| “We have heard with our ears, and 

our fathers have told us what works 
thou didst in their days, in the times 


est, thou alone shalt bear it.” Amen. |i of old. How thou didst drive out the 


| 
| that they became a large, a free, and 
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heathen with thy hand. For they 
got not the land in possession by their 
own sword, neither did their own arm 
save them; but thy right hand and 
thine arm, and the light of thy coun- 
tenance, because thou hadst a favor 
unto them.” 

A few moments employed in briefly 
comparing the favors God conferred 
on Israel, with those conferred on our 
fathers and on us, will direct us in our 
duty, and it is hoped fill our hearts 
with gratitude and our lips with 
praise. 

At most we can but glance at the 
great and glorious events that mark 
that analogy between us and Israel, 
which exists more in our case than in 
any other nation that ever was or now 
ison the earth. This may be seen, 

i. From the deliverance he wrought 
for them and for us. 

The history of Israel is too well 
known to demand a particular de- 
scription of their oppressors, or op- 
pression, or their remarkable deliver- 
ance by the hand of God. We will | 
compare with them the sufferings of | 
that feeble band, who but a little more 
than two centuries since, landed on 
the then inhospitable shores of America. 

Suffering under bigotry, and the 
most cruel oppressions and persecu- 
tions, they like Israel increased more 
abundantly. They multiplied and 
waxed exceeding mighty. And lest 
the land should be filled with them, 
they were persecuted from place to 
places; and no less than three thou- 
sand of their spiritual leaders were de- 
posed, fined, imprisoned, or banished. 
The pilgrims fled first to Scotland, 
then to Holland, and finding no place 
for the rest of the sole of their foot, 
they sought the far distant, and then 
Savage wilds of America. 

Still oppression followed them; and 
shackles were formed for their future 
servitude and slavery. 

But God saw their sufferings, heard 
their groans, and beheld their oppres- 
sors. He said to them as to Israel, 
“Ihave seen the affliction of my peo- 
ple, and have heard them cry by rea- 
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son of their task-masters; for I know 
their sorrows, and I am come down to 
deliver them, and to bring them into 
a good land, a land of brooks and 
rivers, of valleys and hills, a land of 
wheat and of barley, and thou shalt 
eat bread without scarceness; a land 
whose stones are iron, and out of 
whose hills thou mayest dig brass.” 

It was God who wafted them across 
the great and mighty deep. He held 
the winds in his fist, and guided them 
by his power, until he landed them in 
safety. He charmed the beasts of the 
forest that they should do them no 
harm. When wasted with sickness, 
he was their physician; when ready 
to perish with hunger, he almost mi- 
raculously supplied them with food. 
When the savages of the wilderness 
yelled the war-hoop of death, God 
was a wall of fire around them. When 
men rose up against them, whitening 
the seas with their canvass; and from 
their floating engines of death disgorg- 
ed their thousands and tens of thou- 
sands, armed with instruments of tor- 
ture, God did not forsake them; he 
fought their battles, until he broke the 
iron chain of oppression. Some of 
us have not yet forgotten when our 
fathers left their weeping families to 
enter the field of death. We have 
seen the banners of their armies, we 
have heard the thunder of their cannon, 
we have seen with anguish the smoke of 
our burning villages. Had not the 
Lord directed our councils, fought our 
battles, and subdued our enemies, we 
should have never seen a day in 
which to celebrate our emancipation 
from slavery. No, we should have 
been groaning beneath the rod and 
oppression of a foreign power. ‘Bles- 
sed be the Lord that has not given us 
a prey to their teeth.” Nor, 

2. Is the analogy between the 
Lord’s dealings with Israel and this 
nation less in the manner in which the 
deliverance of both were effected. 

Who that beheld the children of 
Israel in their Egyptian bondage, 
would have believed that, destitute of 
any means of defence, divided among 


of 
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themselves, and oppressed as they || idences from first to last, marked the 
were; yet that from themselves one || finger of God. Even -our_ enemies 
would be raised up, who should strike || were compelled to say, “The Lord 
off their shackles, lead them out of'|| fighteth for them.” Let us then raise 
bondage, and establish them as a free || our eyes towards God, and ‘exclaim, 
and independent people. | “But thy right hand and.thine arm, 
And who that beheld the fewness in | and the light of thy countenance de- 
number, the weakness and the oppress- || livered us; “because thou hadst a favor 
ed state of the American colonies, | unto us.” I shall only add— 
could h ave believed that God would 3. That as it was with Israel, so it 
raise up such a man as WASHINGTON; 
who would stand forth as a leader of || only exceed those which are civil, but 
our armies, and be our guide to inde- || they have proved the ornament, bul- 
pendence. wark and defence of our nation. 
Look back ye aged,to the year 1774, || The independence of Israel would 
only fifty years since. ‘Then we were || have been of short duration; or if ex- 
comparatively few in number; disuni- |) tended, not worth enjoying, had not 
ted as states; divided in sentiment; || God secured it, by building around it 
destitute of means of defence; and || the bulwarks of Zion; erecting in it 
our oppressors boasting that with 5000 || his church; establishing his ordinan- 
men, the chains of our servitude might || ces, and promulgating his gospel. It 
be rivetted forever. But God raised || was the religious, not the civil bles- 
up the illustrious, pious, patriotic || sings and privileges of Israel that se- 
Washington. The colonies in him re- || cured her freedom, and consummated 
cognised a father, a Moses for Ameri- ||] her national glory. “(sod was known 
ca. To him almost every eye was | in her palaces, for a refuge.” There 
turned; he received and enjoyed their the glory, the safety, and future hopes 
utmost confidence, and under God | of Israel lay. Nor did he lose them, 
procured their deliverance. Nor was “until he provoked that God which 
their confidence small. It was so great, || made him, and lightly esteemed the 
that in 1776, forty-eight years this day, || rock of his salvation.” 




















they declared themselves by their del- Nor are our spiritual blessings less 
egates, a free, sovereign and indepen- || essential to the security. and welfare 
dent people. of these United States. 

Nor was their declaration in vain; Had God granted us our indepen- 


Washington lived to see it effected. || dence only; had he not here erected 
He saw the shackles fall from our feet. || his standard, planted his church, and 
He heard our independence acknow- || fixed his gospel and its ordinances, we 
ledged by the nations of the earth; even || should have been raised only to fall 
by our oppressors; and saw our peace || into deeper ruin. But to our liberty, 
to become as a river. he has annexed the invaluable bles- 

This was the Lord’s doings and || sings of his covenant. We enjoy a 
marvellous in our eyes. But let us al- || revelation from God. We can read 
so remember that this illustrious man || in our own language the will of heaven. 
was chosen by God for this purpose. || Here we may know our duty in every 
In infancy he preserved him; in youth || station of life, as civilians, as freemen, 
he protected him; in battle he shield- || as citizens, as rulers, as subjects, as 
ed him. On him he cast the eyes of | christians... He has erected his church- 
this nation; he directed the suffrages || es in every state, and in almost every 
of their delegates. It was he that led || village. The messengers of grace are 
him to conquest, and us to indepen- || standing on the walls, as watchmen 
dence and freedom. For he got not|| for Zion, and for the nation’s safety. 
their land in possession by his own || Liberty of conscience is granted to all, 
sword; neither did the arms of this || while whosoever will, may take of the 
vation save them. A chain of prov- waters of life freely. 


is with us: our spiritual blessings not 
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Sermon on the Fourth of July. 


As it was with Israel, so it is with 
us; on these degend our present as 
well as future glery and safety. Oth- 
er Republics have risen and fallen; for 
God was not with them. Even since 
the banner of civil and religious free- 
‘dom was unfurled in these states, other 
nations have been cast into the whirl- 

ool of revolutions. ‘They have boast- 
ed of their enlarged freedom, but God 
was not in all their thoughts» ‘The 
altar and the throne were equal ob- 
jects of their hatred. But where is 
their boasted freedom? It has expired; 
chained down with seven-fold fetters 
of bigotry and superstition, they are 
groaning in vassalage, and sinking in 
ruin. Excepting Israel, we are the 
first republic that has fixed her foun- 
dation on the basis of the religion of 
Jesus. And while we maintain its 
ordinances and worship, and observe 
its duties, and follow its precepts, our 
independence will be secured. But 
should we forsake them, God will for- 
sake us. He can, with infinite ease, 
diminish our millions, turn the counsel 
of our wise men into, foolishness, sweep 
from us our civil and religious privile- 
ges; hurry us back to slavery, and 


place over us a tyrant whose tender 


mercies will be cruel. 

The forty-ninth year of our indepen- 
dence has this day commenced; and to 
our nation it may be said, as Moses 
said to Israel, when he, like the immor- 
tal Washington, was taking leave of 
his people. The Lord thy God hath 
blessed thee in all the works of thy 
hands; he hath strengthened the bars 
of thy gates; he niaketh peace in thy 
borders; he hath not dealt so with any 
people—praise ye the Lord.” 

Having thus very briefly traced the 
analogy between the dispensations of 
divine providence towards Israel, and 
this nation, we are conducted to the 
following 

REMARKS. 

ist. That however independent we 
are, as it respects other nations, we 
are not independent of God. 

No nation ever existed who were, in 
their ,civil and religious institutions, 
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more independent of other nations than 
were thé Jews, yet none were more 
dependent on God. And while they 
realized and ackrowledged their de- 
pendence on the King of kings, they 
prospered. “One would chase a thou- 
sand, and two put ten thousand to 
flight.” 

Nor are we less dependent on the 
God of Israel than they were. 

No laws that we can enact, no riches 
that we can possess, no armies that we 
canwaise, will either protect or pre- 
serve our blessings, if God be not for, 
us. While he smiles, we prosper; 
when he frowns, we shall die. 

The same omnipotent ‘arm that de- 
livered our fathers from slavery, can 
chain their posterity in servitude. He 
who delivered them from oppression 
can cause their children to groan be- 
neath the hand of a cruel tyrant. 

With infinite ease he can “turn our 
counsels into foolishness, destroy our 


| pleasant things, fill our cities with pes- 


tilence and famine, and strew our 
fields with the slam, and make our 
children fatherless.” In a word, we 
have no security but in God. If he 
be for us, who can be against us? but 
if he cast us off, who in heaven or on 
earth can deliver us from his wrath? 
Do you doubt? Cast your eyes on his 
ancient people. Where are the tribes 
of Israel? Where is their independ- 
ence? Where are their temples, their 
sanctuaries, their invaluable blessings? 
God has placed them as a beacon on 
a hill, an ensign to all nations. Amer- 
ica! would you secure the civil and 
religious freedom you enjoy, cultivate 
a sense of your dependence on God. 
Give not the glory to your statesmen, 
your generals, your armies, or to your 
own wisdom or power. Feel your de- 
pendence on God, and he will con- 
tinue them, until the banner of his sal- 
vation shall be unfurled, and wave in 
splendor and glory over the habitable 
world. 

From this same analogy we are 
compelled to see 

2. The immutable obligations we 
are under te observe the anniversary 
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of the American independence, exclu- 
sively to the Lord. God not only en- 
joined the observance of the day when 
they were delivered from Egypt, but 
he added, “Ye shall keep it unto 
the Lord.” What he commanded 
them, he requires of us. ‘To observe 
this anniversary is proper and laudable. 
But shall it be devoted to levity, pro- 
faneress, intemperance; shall it be 
made the engine of party prejudices, 
or to praise and extol exclusively the 
achievements of men? God forbid— 
for we got not this land in possession 
by our own sword; neither did the arm 
of man save us: but, Mighty God! “thy 
right hand, and thine arm, and the 
light of thy countenance” was our de- 
liverance. 

The manner in which Americans 
celebrate the birth day of their inde- 
pendence, is noticed by Him who is 
jealous for his name and his glory. 

The manner in which it has too of- 
ten heretofore been observed, is an aw- 
ful evidence of our national depravity; 
and had not God recently waked up 
the feelings of his people to this sub- 
ject, it would have been a fearful pre- 
cursor of certain ruin. But the pious, 
the good citizen, the friends of our 
civil and religious privileges are with- 
drawing their presence and example 
from those scenes of riot and confusion, 
and turning them to the remembrance 
of that God, from whom they received 
their favors. 

Have we civil and religious freedom 
and independence? then, 

3. Let us feel the importance of dis- 
pensing these blessings to all who need 
them. It becomes this nation to 
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down in the most oppressive. slavery, 
One seventh man, woman, and child, 
in the United States, is a slave for 
life!!! Not for crime; not by right of 
conquest, not for injuries done ¢o us; 
but exclusively by oppression. Their 
only crime is, “They have not a color 
like our own.” Besides these, there 
are not far from half a million people 
of color, who enjoy indeed their free. 
dom, but they are cast far into the 
back ground of public esteem. I shall 
say nothing of the cruelties inflicted on 
|| Slaves, nor of the obloquy and contempt 
| heaped on those that are free. They 
are too common, numerous, shameful, 
and brutal to need detail, or definition, 
But I would call your attention to the 
declaration of the rights of all men which 
our nation have adopted and published, 
In this they say, “We hold these truths 
|| to be self-evident, that all men are cre- 
|| ated equal; that they are endowed by 
| their Creator with certain unalienable 
| rights; that among these are life, lib- 
erty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 
| This is the language of America, of 
| reason, and of the bible. Can we, as 
| a nation, with such a profession, such 
| a-constitution, innocently hold one and 
| a half millions of the inhabitants of 
| these United States in the most cruel 
| and oppressive bondage? Will God 
| continue to us that independence which 
| he has provided and given to us, if we 
| deny it to others? 
Perhaps you will say we deplore 
| the evil, but how shall it be redressed? 
This is a question of the first magni- 
|| tude, but it receives an answer in the 
| object of the American Colonization 
| Society. This, if prospered and bless- 


} 








remember at all times, but especially |/ ed, will not only in time free every 


on this anniversary, that we present 
a contradiction of character, unknown 
elsewhere in the earth. 

We boast of our freedom—we eulo- 
gize the men who assisted in giving us 
our liberties. We say, and in a 
see itis true, that we are the most 
free and independent nation on the 
earth. Yet in no nation that now is, 
or ever was on the earth, is there such 
a portion of its inhabitants chained 


slave, but it will do more. 


It will 
/conduct them back to their native 
shores. It will place them in a cll 
mate for which they were formed by 

| the God of nature. It will bestow on 
them the blessings of the gospel. 

To give you a detail of the objects 
and operations of this Society would 
far exceed our present limits. 
it necessary. It is sufficient to know 


that it is patronized by the greatest and 


Nor is 
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best men in our country. At its head, 
and as its President, is his Excellency 
Bushrod Washington, the nearest kin 
to the Father of our independence and 
freedom. Were the means provided, 
en thousand colored. persons would 
this day embark for our colony at 
Montserado in Africa. An eye wit- 
ness, speaking of this colony, says, 
“Here the African is at home; this is 
his soil; this is his country. Here the | 
American colored man, who was an | 
exotic when with us, appears in all his | 
dignity, and walks forth the lawful | 
sovereign and possessor of this beauti- | 
ful and luxuriant country. Although 
he has never seen Africa, when he 
arrives there, he feels like an alien re- 
turned to his home, like an Israe lite in |) 
possession of the promised land.” 

This day, so dear to every Ameri- 
can, this day, the birth-day of our free- 
dom, is selected as an opportunity for 
you, for thousands to contribute some- 
thing to effect this infinitely desirable 
object. It involves no party prejudt 
ces. It is hostile to no religious senti- 
ment. It is purely an act of benevo- 
lence. It is affording an opportunity 
for all, in some degree, to wash their 
hands from the blood of Africa. 

And can that man be a friend to his 
country, can he be a patriot, can he 
observe the independence of this na- 
tion, can he be a Christian that will 
refuse his mite, to aid in such a 
cause? Can you who remember the 
stragcle of these states for their in- 
dependence, can you who can tell of | 
your fatigues, your ‘sufferings, and per- | 
haps show your wounds in the cause | 
of freedom, can you whose brothers | 
and fathers fell in the field of battle | 
to secure to you the _ privileges | 
you enjoy:—more; can you who en- 
joy the blessings of the gospel, who | 
hope that Christ has made you free, | 
who have this day to celebrate your | 
emancipation from the slavery ofsin, by | 1 
the blood of Jesus,—can any with ‘the | | 
independence of America in remem- 
brance, the dying memorials of the | 
Son of God in view, and bound to the 
judgment of the great day, refuse | 
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lend his aid to these suffering millions? 
You cannot, you will not. Go, then, 
ye recipients of each man’s liberality; 
receive what each bestows; and may 
heaven’s mercy carry it to its place of 
destination. And may you all yet in 
heaven meet those sable sufferers in 
the kingdom of God above, and min- 
gle with them your anthems of praise 
“to him that was slain and has redeem- 
ed you by his blood out of every nation, 
and kingdom, and tongue, and people, 


under heaven. Amen. 
J. F. B 
> S@eu- 
LETTER TO A YOUNG PREACHER. 
No. 2. 


My Dear Friend: 

In my last communication,* I men- 

tioned some of the temptattons to which 
you are exposed, and suggested some 
considerations to guard you against 
them. As you have since been called 
to proclaim the gospel to others, I wish 
to call your attention more particularly 
to the manner of exhibiting truth. Ac- 
cording to the professions of almost all 
classes of people, it is important that 
preachers should “rightly divide the 
word of truth,’ and not dwell too 
much on those subjects which are the 
least profitable, and especially those 
which are not essential to salvation. 
To perform this important dety faith- 
fully, you will see the necessity of hav- 
ing a thorough knowledge of the sys- 
tem of divine truth, and of the human 
character, that you may be able to give 
each truth its relative importance in 
the system, as well as to apply each 
truth to the particular characters of 
men. 

To aid you in this duty, it will be ne- 
cessary that you have your eye on the 
example of those faithful servants of 
Christ, who “renounced the hidden 
things of dishonesty, not walking in 
craftiness, nor handling the word of 
God deceitfully; but by manifestation 
of the truth, commended themselves 
to every man’s conscience in the sight 
of God,” and equally necessary that 
you understand the particular vices of 
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See Repository. Vol. Ll, page 232. 
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the present day, and exhibit truth in 
such a manner as to apply to the par- 
ticular character of the age in which 
you live. The present age has not 
merely given birth to new instruments | 
of art and mechanism, but new inven- 
tions in wickedness. There has been 
a progress in error and those arts by 
means of which the holy truths of the 
gospel have been evaded and turned 
into consistency with a selfish heart 
and asensual practice. It is therefore 
essential to the preservation and per- 
petuity of holiness and righteousness 
in the earth, that there should be a pro- 
gress in the science of exhibiting truth. 
There are terms in the English lan- 
guage, in which if properly explain- 
ed, the truth may be exhibited, which 
no ingenuity can evade, and no sophis- 
iry pervert; and those persons must 
be blind to the signs of the times who 
do not see the necessity and impor- 
tance of using them in order to pre- 
serve the peculiar truths of the gospel 
from corruption, and commend them 
to every man’s conscience in the sight 
of God. In order to adopt some 
method for my remarks, I will first 
mention some of the ways by which 
the word of God is handled deceittul- 
ly, and then offer some considerations 
to induce you to take a different course. 

1. When the truth is exhibited in 
terms which are equivocal, it may be 
truly said that the word of God is 
handled deceitfully. 

There are a vast many theological 
terms which are equivocal, and may 
be understood either in a good ora bad 
sense. When these are studiously se- 


that deception is used by those who | 
thus practice. The direction to a sin- | 
ner, for instance, to “seek salvation,” | 
is aterm which may be and often is | 
understood to imply a selfish regard to | 
our own individual happiness, and the | 


phrase “submit to be saved,” is equally || 


capable of being understood to mean | 
only a sacrifice of temporal gratifica- | 
tions to secure eternal salvation. The | 
term “total depravity” also, which has | 
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cal are avoided, it is a stfe indication 


been generally a mark of separation 
between the orthodox and the hetero. 
dox, has of late become rather equiy- 
ocal, and is adopted by some errorists, 
Some understand by it the depravity 
of our natural faculties, as well as our 
will, which affords an excuse for eyil 
actions; and others understand by it 
the state of mankind between the apos. 
tacy and the death of Christ; but his 
death, they affirm, has occasioned some 
degree of grace or holiness in ever 

heart. To these may be added the 
phrase, “justification by faith alone,” 
which is understood by antinomians 
to mean a belief that the mercy of God 
is secured to us, instead of a cordial 
belief in the truths which relate to the 
character and works of God, which 
alone is saving faith. When these 
terms are used, and left without expla- 
nation, and those which are unequiv- 
ocal are studiously avoided, it may be 
said that deception is used in handling 
the word of Ged. 

2. When some truths are kept back 
for fear of offending the wicked, it is an 
indication that deception is used with 
the scriptures. “Men must be taken 
as they are,” is a maxim that has ob- 
tained considerable currency, at the 
present day, and which, as literally as 
it can be translated into English, 
means, “the fact that people are 
prejudiced against the truth, is 4 
reason why those doctrines which most 
condemn their hearts and consciences, 
should never be discussed in public. 
‘The universal purposes and agency of 


| God, the entire dependence of the crea- 


ture, and the duty of disinterested vir- 
tue and unconditional submission and 
self-denial, are treated by some as 
though they feared they were “ultra 
speculations,” and unprofitable, and 
even dangerous to preach to sinners, 
and calculated to prejudice them 
against religion. To these some add 


the doctrines of the total and uninter- 
rupted enmity of the natural heart to 
God, and the direct and efficient agen- 
cy of God in regeneration, and treat 
them as though they thought them to be 
unprofitable or untrue. 


But when all 
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or any of these doctrines are kept back, 
soncealed or denied, it may be said 
with truth that the most dangerous and 
criminal deception is practised with the 
scriptures. If there is any thing in 
religion that differs from the maxims 
and spirit of the world, these truths are 
sertainly among its fundamental prin- 
ciples. ‘To deny them or to conceal 
them under a bushel, or even a pre- 
tence of piety, is using deception which 
will be fatal to those who practice it 
and those who are deceived through 
their instrumentality. No person can 
deny or conceal these truths without 
being chargeable with preaching “an- 
other gospel.” 

3. When any truths of the gospel 
are preached and explained in such a 
manner that to believe and practice 
them is consistent with supreme selfish- 
ness, the word of God is handled de- 
eeitfully. Every system of error with 
which [ am acquainted contains more 
orless truth. Universalists admit the 
universal goodness of God, the uni- 
versal atonement of Christ, and the 
universal offer of salvation. Armin- 
jans, and even some Universalists pro- 
fess to hold to a change of heart, and 
often urge sinners to repent and reform. 
Deists hold to the divine mercy, and 
some semi-Calvinists advance a step 
further, and profess to hold to the doc- 
trine of total moral depravity, the spe- 
cial agency of God in regeneration, 
and the doctrine of election, while they 
oppose the universal agency of God, 
the entire dependence of the creature 
for every volition, the sovereign pur- 
pose of reprobation, and the duty of 
unconditional submission and self-de- 
nial. But when these errorists explain 
the truths they profess to believe, do 
they not all agree in making them con- 
sistent with a supreme regard to our 
own salvation? When they explain 
the merey of God in making atone- 
ment and offering salvation, do they 
not all represent it as a partial fond- 
hess for sinners, instead of that sove- 
reign pleasure by which God expressly 
claims to be actuated? “Not for your 
sakes do I this, O house of Israel, be 
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it known unto you, but for mine holy 
name’s sake.” 


When they define the goodness of 


God to sinners, do they not agree in 
representing it as partial for his crea- 
tures, instead of that disinterested ho- 
liness which led him to appoint some 
to “stumble at the word,” and to be 
“broken and snared and taken,” to 
promote the highest good of the uni- 
verse? When they preach on the in- 
vitations of the gospel, do they not fre- 
quently make an effort to conceal the 
important distinction between God’s 
desire for the salvation of sinners sim- 


ply considered, and his will on the 


whole? Do not some who preach 
against universal salvation in words,’ 
often strike at this distinction which 
is the only safeguard against it, and 


represent the desires of God as partial 
for sinners, and as though he chose on 


the whole to have all repent and be 


saved, and did all he could to effect it? 

When they bring into view the 
atonement, do they not represent it as 
a partial if not 2 perfect satisfaction to 
legal justice, which will clear the sin- 
ner from its penalty? Do they not 
represent the sorrow which is excited 
by fear of punishment to be the true 
repentance of the gospel, instead of its 
being only the sorrow of the world 
which worketh death? Do they not 
often represent human depravity to be 
an infirmity, and the subjects of it as 
in a helpless and pitiable state, instead 
of being voluntary enemies to the true 
character of God? When they preach 
upon regeneration, do they not agree 
in representing the change to be in the 
objects instead of the nature of the af- 
fections, and extend their charity to 
those who apparently have been led to 
give up their only temporal gratifica- 
tions, to secure their eternal interest? 
Is not the doetrine of election often 
represented to be an act of mere good- 
ness to the subject, instead of an act 
of sovereign goodness to the universe? 

In short, is not their God a different 
God, and their gospel in every part of 
it, “another gospel,” from the one 
contained.in the Bible? A scheme of 
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religion, perfectly congenial to the feel- 
ings, the maxims, and the spirit of the 
world?—A phantom of high raised 
hopes and expectations, which will 


| 
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When heresy and loose sentiments 
prevail, it is important to show the 
nature, tendency, and fatal influence 
of error, that it may be seen to be ag 


disappear at the first ray of the light | it is, the appointed means of eternal 


of eternity, and leave its unhappy vo- 
taries a prey to the keenest disap- 
pointment and eternal despair? When 
these truths are thus explained, it. is 
apparent that the most criminal de- 
ception is used with the word of God. 
If errorists would content themselves 
with publishing pure error, in name 
as well as in reality, and not embrace 
any truths in their schemes, their va- 
ried systems of error would be com- 
paratively harmless. But by embra- 
cing and perverting every truth which 
is capable of perversion, they give a 
plausibility to their schemes which 
proves fatal to millions. 

Having briefly stated some of the 
ways in which the word of truth is 
handled deceitfully, I now will sug- 
gest a few considerations to induce 
you to take the opposite course, and by 
a faithful manifestation of the truth, 
commend yourself to every man’s con- | 
science in the sight of God. Here, 
however, I wish to remark, that “not 
handling the word of God deceitfully” 
is to exhibit and clearly explain every 
truth and duty which is taught either 
direcjly or indirectly in the scriptures, 
and give them their native and rela- 
tive importance in the system of paro- 
chial instruction. Particular regard, 
however, must be paid to the particu- 
lar state and character of your hearers, 
and to the predominant vices of the | 
day. When immorality prevails, it is | 
important to exhibit, with Seger | 
and plainness, the extent, spirituality, | 
and eternal 
God. When stupidity prevails, it is 
important that you describe with 
plainness, and exhibit with frequency, 


the character, designs and agency of 


God, the immortality of the soul, and 
the solemn realities of judgment and 
eternity. When hypocrisy prevails, it | 
is important that the human heart 
should be described, and its deceit and 
wickedness exposed and condemned, 


| 





| 


| 


destruction. When sophistry and vain 
philosophy prevail, the absurd maxims 
and the false conclusions of errorists 
must he detected and refuted, and the 
system of divine truth portrayed in 


| all its harmony, consistency, and eter. 


nal fitness. 

It is not an important objection 
against any term or expression, that 
it is not found in the Bible. It was 
impossible for the truths of the Bible 
to be expressed in terms to suit exact. 
ly the particular mode of expressing 
ideas in every age and nation. The 
harmony, however, and connexion of 
the whole system of divine truth, throws 
sufficient light upon every part. Since 
the inventions of men have sought out 
ways to evade almost every scripture 
expression that is opposed to their 
different schemes, it is not wise above 
what is written to express truth in 
terms not used in scripture, provided 
the terms are hostile to no doctrine or 
duty of the Bible, and are more appliea- 
ble to the understanding of the hearer, 
or less subject to evasion. Any truth 
which can be proved by fatr and le 
gitimate inferences from other truths, 
and also can be proved to be profita 
ble for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, and instruction in righteous- 
ness, ought to be admitted, and receive 
its relative importance in the system 
of theological instruction. The apos 
tles often proved the truths they taught, 
Kd arguments, drawn from scripture 
facts and revealed truths. It has been 


sanctions of the law of || a question of late whether some theo 


logical writers do not carry many 
truths too far. If by carrying truth 
too far, is meant preaching it too plain- 
ly, it is absurd to suppose any truth 
or duty can be carried too far. The 
| apostle Paul approved himself to every 
man’s conscience by a manifestation 


and not a concealment of the truth. 
The only safe rule to be adopted is to 
carry every truth and duty as far a 





the 
scr 


an 
du 


pr 


iS 








Ctits 


‘nce 


nal 
vain 
ims 
‘ists 
the 
! in 
ter. 


‘ion 
hat 
Was 
ible 
Acts 
in 
he 
of 
IWS 
nce 
out 
ure 
eit 


they can be carried, either by direct 
scripture expressions, or by fair and 
bgitimate inferences from other truths 
and duties, and to give each truth and 
duty its native and relative importance 
in the system of theology. 

This rule is the only consistent and 
racticable method of laying a foun- 
dation for a permanent and happy 
union among professing Christians. It 
is of vast importance that professors of 
religion should be united both in sen- 
iment and practice, having the same 
mind and the same judgment. One 
of the most powerful objections against 
religion is, that its professors are not 
agreed among themselves. Nobenev- 
dlent person can contemplate the evils 
which are continually arising from 
this source, and not feel a deep desire 
for a permanent union among Chris- 
tians. A great variety of standards 
for union have been propesed different 
fom this rule, but those who have 
proposed them have always found it 
utterly impracticable to bring all others 
to their standard of orthodoxy. They 
have always found a vast number who 
wished to be either above or below 
them. But if Christians would only 
adopt this standard, and declare the 
whole counsel of God, and not handle 
his word deceitfully, but carry every 
truth and duty as far as they can be 
carried, they would find none who 
could get above them, and none who 
could offer a good reason for being be- 
lw them. This is the only practica- 
ble method to promote a permanent 
union, and certainly the only one that 
islawful. If any thing can be proved 
to be true, it ought to be adopted and 
receive its due importance in the sys- 
fem, 


This rule is the only one by means 
of which all the objections which are 
urged against the truth can be refuted. 
tis impossible for Arminians or An- 
tinomians to refute all the objections 
of Universalists; and it. is impossible 
for those who hold to natural inability 
to drive the sinner from all his strong 
holds. It is impossible for those who 
hold to a selfish religion to refute the 
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fundamental objection that there is 
nothing in religion different from the 
spirit of the world. It is absurd for 
those who hold that a sinner is passive 
in regeneration, to urge him to make 
himself a new heart, and it is impos- 
sible for those who deny the absolute 
sovereignty of God, and the duty of 
disinterested benevolence, to refute an 
Arminian. But it was perfectly easy 
for St. Paul to refute all these errors. 
And those who believe all the truths 
he did, and carry them equally far, 
find no difficulty in refuting every ob- 
jection that has been or can be urged 
against them. ‘Their scheme stands 
on the firm basis of reason, of scrip- 
ture, and the eternal fitness of things, | 
and carries irresistible evidence to eve- 
ry man’s conscience of its truth, im- 
portance, and eternal consequences. 
This the advocates of error very well 
know, from their own experience, and 
when they preach or write against it, 
they seldom if ever venture to state 
with candor and fairness the whole 
system, or indeed any of its relative 
parts. They first make a caricature 
of Calvinism, and then labor to show 
the absurdity and inconsistency of that, 
and thus impose upon the ignorant and 
unwary. ‘They set up inconsistent 
and contradictory images of their own 
forming, and exercise their skill at ex- 
posing their deformity, and then boast 
of their success in refuting Calvinism. 

This rule is the best adapted to car- 
ry conviction to the conscience. Those 
who are acquainted with the human 
character know, that in order to pro- 
mete conviction and genuine conver- 
sion, it is necessary not only to re- 
move every objection, but also to ex- 
hibit truth in such a manner that it 
will appear consistent, important, 
and attended with eternal consequen- 
ces. But no other scheme is consistent 
with itself, with reason and with the 
scriptures. Noother scheme is attended 
with such impertant and eternal con- 
sequences to sinners, and no other ap- 
proves itself to every man’s conscience 
in the sight of God. I am aware that 
these remarks will be said to be in 
contradiction to existing facts at the 
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present day. It will be said that 
other preaching, which is less likely to 
fill the carnal mind with enmity, is the 
most successful. But what does this 
prove? Is there not false religion in 
the world? And what is still more de- 
plorable, is not the opposition to this 
rule by professors of religion, a suffi- 
cient reason why its faithful applica- 
tion is attended with so little success? 
When professors of religion take sides 
with sinners, and oppose, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, any of the truths 
they hate, is it not well adapted to de- 
stroy their conviction and confirm 
them in their opposition to truth? I 
said there has been a progress in er- 
ror and the arts by means of which 
the truth is evaded, which renders it 
important that truth should be exhib- 
ited in more discriminating and une- 
quivocal terms. It is not sufficient 


now to use only the same terms which || 


were used by the reformers in the six- 
teenth century. A sermon which then 
would have carried conviction to the 
conscience, would now be evaded by 
many, and fail of producing the same 
effect. Noman carries truth any far- 
ther for this day, than Luther and 
Calvin did, for the period of the Re- 
formation, or Edwards and Bellamy 


for the period in which they lived. || 


Many who new pretend to hold to the 
“doctrines of the Reformation,” never 
inculcate, but oppose the disinterested 
spirit which the Reformers taught, and 
by which they were actuated. 

I will only add, that it is important 
you adopt this rule, not only because it 
is the only defensible scheme, but be- 
cause it is the only one to secure the 
favor and promises ef God. It isa 
small thing to gain the favor or incur 
the displeasure of men. A scheme 
more congenial to the wicked heart 
might perhaps gain you more popular- 
ity. But the woe of Christ would be 
against you: “Woe unto you, when all 
men shall speak well of you.” Many 


humbled sinners however have thank- 
ed those preachers who faithfully de- 
scribed the wickedness of their hearts. 
But no minister is so dependent on 
men as he is on God. He is able to 
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bow the most stubborn heart and lay 
‘the most haughty sinner at the foot of 
sovereign mercy. Christ has promised 
to be with his faithful ones; and his 
presence is a source of consolation 
which no human power can give oy 
take away. SG 


—-SLeo— 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
ON PRESBYTERIAN ORDINATION, 
J am a protestant, and acknowledge 
the bible to be the only and sufficient 


‘rule of faith and practice.. In distine. 
tion from independents I believe that 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ministers of the gospel are to be or. 
dained by ministers who have them. 
selves been ordained, and not by lay. 
' men; and in distinction from Episco. 
| palians, I believe that the authority 
' to ordain is committed alike to all who 
| have been themselves ordained, and 
| not tea few men of a superior order.— 
| And I found my belief upon the bible, 
| and not upon human authority. If it 
| could be shown that different orders 
of ministers have been acknowledged 
in the church ever since the rise of 
| Popery, and that some of the Fathers 
before that time were pleased to have it 
| so, that would prove nothing to me as 
_to what is right, unless the bible teach- 
‘es so. And if it could be shown that 
| Luther and Calvin and other reform: 
| ers fram Popery, were disposed to re- 
|tain different orders of ministers, | 
| should only think it a proof that the 
| darkness in which they had been edu- 
cated had not been entirely dispelled. 
On the other hand, if it could be shown 
that some of the Puritans had been in 
favor of lay-ordination, or even if they 
all had, that would prove nothing to 
me, unless the bible teaches so. The 
reformers and the Puritans all taught 
that the bible is the only rule; and 1 
would be a dishonor to their memory, 
if we should now, from pretended re- 
spect to them, set aside this rule, that 
we might follow their authority. 
With independents I have no con 
troversy respecting the right of every 
church to choose its own minister and 
other officers. I fully concede that— 
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the right of choice to be in the people, 
proves the right of ordaining to be in 
the ministry. When the seven were 
ordained, Acts 6, they were chosen by 
the multitude of the disciples, but or- 
dained by the apostles. “Brethren, 
look ye out among you seven men of 
honest report, full of the Holy Ghost 
and wisdom, whom we may appoint 
over this business.—And the saying 
pleased the whole multitude, and they 
chose—whom they set before the apos- 
les; and when they had prayed, they 
laid their hands on them.” When 
Paul and Barnabas had preached the 
gospel in various places, and disciples 
were made, (Acts 14,) they visited 
them again soon after, and “ordained 
edders tn every church.” Paul left 
Titus in Crete, (‘Tit. 1,) that he might 
set in order the things that were want- 
| 


But the same scripture which : 


ing, and “ordain elders in every city.” 
No directions are given in the epistles 
to the lay brethren how to proceed in 
ordaining ministers, but particular di- 
rections are given to Timothy and 
Titus, who were themselves ordained 
ministers, how they should proceed in 
odaining others. ‘They were charged | 
to lay hands suddenly on no man, and 
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church. And in allusion to their be- 
ing called a flock of Christ’s sheep, 
as they often are, he is called their pas- 
tor, that is, shepherd. An ordained 
elder, who has not the pastoral charge 
of any particular church, but preaches 
and administers Ordinances wherever 
God in his providence gives him op- 
portunity, iS an evangelist. If he is 
sent forth to any particular place, or 
country, for these purposes, he is a 
MISSiORArY. 

That a bishop is not superior to any 
other ordained elder, and that the 
authority to ordain belongs to elders, 
is sufficiently proved by the scriptures. 
I cite only the following. 

Acts 20. 17,28. “And from Mile- 


tus he sent to Ephesus, and called the 
elders of the church.” And when these 
elders were come te him, he said to 
them, “Take heed therefore unto your- 
selves, and to all the flock over the 


which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers.” In the original it is epis- 
copous, BIsHops. ‘These elders of 
Ephesus were bishops of that church. 

1 Pet. 5. 1--3. Peter says, “The 
elders which are among you I exhort, 
who am also an elder.” In the origi- 
nal it is, sempresbuteros, a fellow elder. 


totake care that they committed the || “Feed the-flock of God which is among 
ofice only to faithful men who should || vou, taking the oversight thereof, not 


be able to teach others alse. 
the same time they were furnished 
with a list of the qualifications which 
they should require in those they or- 
dained to the ministry. And Paul 
says to Timothy, (1 Tim. 4.) “Neg- 
lect not the gift that is in thee, which 
was given thee by prophesy, with the 
lying on of the hands of the presby- 
ery.” This was not the laying on of 
the hands of the lay brethren. 

With Episcopalians I have no con- | 
ioversy whether there is such an offi- 
ter as a Bishop. The controversy is, 
whether the bishop is a distinct officer 
from other ministers, and superior to 
them. The distinctive title of a min- 
ister of the gospel is elder (presbuteros. ) 
lf he has the pastoral charge of any 
particular church, he is also the bishop 
\piscopos, that is, overseer,) of that 


And at || 








by constraint, but willingly; not for 
filthy lucre, but ef a ready mind; nei- 
ther as being lords over God’s heritage, 
but being ensamples to the tlock.”— 
In the original, taking the oversight 
is, episcopountes, performing the bish- 
op’s office. He exhorts the elders to 
perform the bishop’s office, not by con- 


| straint, but willingly. ‘There was no 


excuse for indolence or unfaithfulness. 
There was no occasion for them to 
decline performing the duty or dis-° 
charging the obligations of the b¢shop’s 
office, through false humility, or thro’ 
defect of ordination. Having been 
duly ordained elders, it was their duty 
to act as diligent and faithful bishops 
of the church committed to their care. 

Tit. 1. 5--7. “For this cause left I 
thee in Crete, that thou shouldst set in 


| order the things that are wanting, aya 
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ordain elders in every city, as I had 
appointed thee. Ifany be blameless, 
&. For a bishop must be blameless.” 
If any be blameless, &c. let him be or- 
dained an elder; Fora bishop must 
be blameless. It is clear that elder 


invitations to those of our own denoin. 
ination only. No denomination of 
christians can say of the communion 
table, this is our table; for it is the tq 
ble of the Lord:—And those whom 
the Lord receives, we ought not to 







and bishop here designate the same 
office; for otherwise the language 
would be as absurd, as it would be to 
say, of the qualifications for church 
membership, if any give evidence of a 
change of heart, let him be admitted, 
for a minister of the gospel must pos- 
sess such literary qualifications as to 
be apt to teach. 

Timothy, as we have seen, was or- 
dained by the “Jaying on of the hands 
of the Presbytery,” that is, of the 
eldership. Not by lay brethren—not 
by a diocesan bishop—but by the 


eldership. With this bible method of 


ordination I am contented. Andif I 
have been ordained an elder, by the 
laying on of the hands ofthe eldership, 
I shall feel myself bound to do as Pe- 
ter exhorts, and perform the duty of a 
bishop to that part of Christ’s flock 
over which he has thus made me an 
overseer. 
EPISCOPOS. 


<0 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
ON FREE COMMUNION. 


Nothing, perhaps, is a stronger 
indication of the progress of liberal 
sentiments, at the present day, than 
the very extended invitations which 
are given at the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper. Instead of the very 
cautious invitations which were for- 
merly given, “to such as are members 
in good standing in sister churches,” 
the invitations are now widely ex- 
tended, and either expressed in terms 
so general, as to include all who pro- 
fess to be christians, of every name, 
(or at least not to exclude any such,) 
or an enumeration is made of the va- 
rious denominations that are invited, 
which comes nearly to the same thing. 
Now, my feelings have always been 
in favor of free communion, and op- 
posed to the practice of restricting 


clude? 





reject. 


But it is a serious questien in my 


mind where we ought to stop. Eve. 
ry one stops at some point; and eve. 
ry one needs to know where is the 
proper point to stop. While it is true, 
that we ought notto reject those whom 
the Lord receives, perhaps it is also 
true, that we ought not to invite those 
whom the Lord rejects. 
our table, we might invite or reject 


If it were 


whom we pleased. But as it is the 
Lord’s table, it belongs to him to say 
who shall be invited, and who shall 
not be invited. Has he said it? Has 
he drawn any line in the bible, to 
which we must go, and beyond which 
we must not gor If he has not, I do 
not see but that we are left to our own 
discretion, as much as if it were our 
table, and not the table of the Lord, 
If he has, in the bible, drawn such a 
line, where does that line run? Whom 
does it include, and whom does it ex 
Who-are to be invited, and 
who are not to be invited? 

Are we to invite all real christians, 
whether members of any regular chris- 
tian society or not, and depend upon 
giving such a description of their char- 
acter that every one who is present 
may know from that description wheth- 
er he is to come forward on not? Or 
are we to invite all the members of 
every society calling themselves chris- 
tians, and receive them upon their 
bare professions Are we to specify 
particular denominations by name, 
the members of which we invite? 
and if so, by what rule shall we know 
what denominations to name, and 
what to omit? Are we to name all 
those denominations among whom we 
suppose real christians are to be found! 
or are we to name only those denom- 
inations a majority of whom we sup 
pose to be real christians? Are we 


to name those denominations only 
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whose articles of faith and covennat 
include the fundamental truths of 
christianity; or are we to have no re- 
gard to. their articles, and make no 
such inquiry? And if we are to in- 
rite those denominations only whose 
articles include the fundamental truths 
of christianity, what are those funda- 
mental truths which must be required? 
Are we to invite those denominations 
whose written articles include the 
fundamental truths of christianity, 
without regard to their adherence or 
want of adherence to those articles, in 
their preaching, and in receiving and 
disciplining their members? or are we 
to invite only those whose articles and 
practice are both according to the 
gospel? 

Are we to invite, indiscriminately, 
the Presbyterian brethren, the Con- 
gregational brethren, the Episcopal 
brethren, the Baptist brethren, and 
the Methodist brethren? If so, will 
not some Arminians, and some Uni- 
tarians, and some Universalists be in- 
cluded under some of these names? 
And shall we make an exception of 
these, or make the invitation such as 
toinclade them? And if we shall in- 
vite the Presbyterian brethren, and the 
Congregational brethren, and the 
Episcopal brethren, and the Baptist 
brethren, and the Methodist brethren, 
shall we not also invite the Masonic 
brethren? I have, indeed, never heard 
the Masonic brethren invited by name; 
but why should they not be invited? 
Is it not probable that there are many 
christians among them, and why 
should they not be invited as well as 
other christians? Will it be said, that 
Masonic societies are not churches? 
Why are they not? Do not their con- 
stitutions recognize as much truth, and 
require as correct a practice, as do the 
constitutions of many of the societies 
that are included under some of the 
above names? Is it because Mason- 
ic lodges are called soctetzes, and not 
churches? Can the name alter the 
thing? and do not some of those above 
named call their particular communi- 
ties societies, and not churches? 
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293, 


I wish some one, who can throw 


light on ‘this important subject, would 
discuss it in the Repository, and help 
us to find out where the line of truth 
and duty is. 
portance that we know what duty is 


and aet consistently. LIBERALIS,’ 


It is of very great im- 
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ON THE PRAYER OF FAITH. 


Messrs. Epirors: 


The new theory on the Prayer of 


Faith, has spread to considerable ex- 
tent, in this and other States; and the 
peculiar spirit of the sentiment has 
reached the hearts of many who have 
heard no definite statement of the doc-, 
trine. 


The essays in the Repository, on 


both sides of the question, have been 
read by numbers, who consider the 
new theory as exploded by sound rea- 
soning, and just explanations of scrip- 
ture. The sentiment has been rep- 
resented as leading to every species of 
enthusiasm; a fact of which we have 
been apprised, by what we have wit- 
nessed in some of our last revivals. 


Such at Veast are the views of many 


clerical brethren, who are wishing to 
see Zion roused from her present 
slumbers. 
questions, 


I would ask the following 


1. Who can wish Zion to be roused 


from her slumbers, while she holds 
sentiments leading to enthusiasm? 


2. Can we expect genuine revivals 
till this Achan is put out? _ 

3. Is not the above sentiment, and 
its spirit so widely diffused, as to re- 
quire an exposure from the desk, in 
nearly all our churches, before a “high- 
way” can be “cast up for the Lord?” 

PG. 
SII 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Jews of Gibraltar.—The Rev. C. Neat, 
a missionary from the London Jews So- 
ciety, has labored for some time at Gib. 
raltar, and with some success—but the 
discouragements are many. He has 
thought it advisable to leave that station 
for the present, and visit Leghorn, with 
the hope of greater usefulness.. 
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Jews of Leghorn.—They have hitherto 
received kindly the advances of Mr. 
Way and others, who have conversed 
with them on the great point at issue be- 
tween them and Christians. A Polish 
Jew has been recently baptized at Leg- 
horn, by Mr. Hall, chaplain to the En- 
glish factory. There are here schools 
on the Lancasterian plan for the educa- 
tion of Jewish children. 

Jews in Prussia-—At Koeningsburg, 
the good seed of the word sown by the 
Missionary Hoff, has taken root in the 
heart of many Israclites, some of whom | 
have made an open profession of faith 
in Christ, notwithstanding the severest 
trials. Inthe same city the Gospel is 
faithfully preached from many pulpits. 
Of forty deans in Prussia and Lithuania, 
five are cordially united in the object of 
the restoration of Israel. The plan of a 
school for Jewish children, formed in 
1822, has been relinquished as impracti- 
cable, and the funds of the Koeningsburg 
Committee, raised for this object, have 
been devoted to the general objects of 
the Berlin Jews Society. 

German Jews in Warsaw.—They have 
almost all plunged into infidelity, in en- 
deavoring to emerge from rabbinical su- 
perstition. ‘*We have, however, good 
grounds to hope, (says Mr. M’Caul, ) that 
God has already made us instrumental in 
bringing back some to the true religion 
of the Bible, and that others have been 
excited tosearch forthe truth. We have 
four remarkable instances of learned 
Jews being reclaimed from the lowest 
depths of the errors of Spinoza, and 
brought to the knowledge of the Savior.” 

Some of these Jews express a confi- 
dent opinion, that in one or two years at 
most, the missionaries will see abundant 
fruit of their labors. The services of 
the Sabbath are regularly attended by 
the Jews in increasing numbers. 

Jews in Holland.—A Tract Society | 
was formed four years ago in Amsterdam 
for their benefit, which has been grow- 
ing and flourishing ever since—has ex- 
tended its operations into every part of 
the country—numbers above 2000 sub- 
scribers, and has published nearly sixty 
tracts. A small female association has 
just commenced in the same city, as an 
humble auxiliary to the London Seciety; 
its contributions are yet small in amount, 
but they form a token of love to the 
cause, and will be accompanied with some 
humble and earnest prayers. Here and 
there an individual Jew seems to be 
brought under the influence of the Holy | 
Spirit by the instrumentality of Mr. | 
Phelwall’s preaching. } 


a 








Religious Intelligence. 


A disposition to examine and inquire 
is in some instances clearly manifested. 
The Directors of the Jewish Synagogue 
at Zalt-Bommel, in Gelderland, applied 
to the Rotterdam Society for Hebrew 
New Testaments and Tracts, some time 
ago; they have since requested copies 
of the New Testament and Tracts in Po. 
lish and German Hebrew. 

Trish Auxiliary Jews Society.——The an. 
niversary meeting was held April 6th, 
The Report was of the most interesting 
description. A spirit of harmony and 
Christian love pervaded the proceedings, 
The cause of Israel seemed warmto the 
hearts of Ireland. The remittances of 
the Society have equalled those of any 
former year, and the permanent income 
has considerably increased, by the for. 
mation of various new associations. 

London Missionary Society.—The thir. 
tieth annual meeting was held on Thurs- 
day morning the 13th of May. The re. 
port communicated the gratifying infor- 
mation that the income of the Society 
for the last year exceeded that of the pre- 
ceding year, in the sum of £2,736, while 
the disbursements were less than the 
preceding year by £182. It was further 
stated, that during the past year, no 
fewer than 47 auxiliary societies and as. 
sociations had been formed in various 
parts of the kingdom, warranting the ex- 
pectation of a still increased income dur- 
ing the year ensuing. The presence of 
Dr. Morrison from China, and the affect- 
ing events which have recently occurred 
at Demerara, gave an unusual interest to 
the proceedings at this anniversary, 
Among the resolutions passed on the oc- 
casion were the following: 

That the Meeting contemplates, with 
sacred delight, the completion of a trans- 
lation of the Holy Scriptures into the 
Chinese language, by the Divine Bless- 
ing on the unwearied labors of the e3- 
teemned Missionary of this Society, the 
Rev, Dr. Morrison, assisted by the late 
lamented Dr. Milne, and the preparation 
thus made for the evangelization of that 
vast empire, and other populous coun- 
tries in which the same language is read 
—that the Meeting considers this import- 
ant event a most powerful call upon the 
Christian World, generally, and upon 
the London Missionary Society under 
whose auspiees it has eccurred, most 
particularly, to promote, by every pra¢- 
ticable method, the diffusion of the Dr 
vine Treasure now provided, and the ac- 
complishment of the general purpose of 
the mission long established for that ex- 
tensive and interesting country and the 
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Moral state 


,jjoining nations employing the Chinese 
anguage. 

That, while this meeting feels grate- 
{ul satisfaction in reference to the gener- 
sl state of the Society’s affairs, it cannot 
put express its unfeigned sorrow at the 
affecting events which have recently 
taken place in the colony of Demerara; 
its deep regret that intolerance and per- 
secution should have been so awfully 
manifested; its solemn conviction, that, 
jotwithstanding all the efforts of calum- 
ny and injustice, the legal and moral in- 
nocence of their esteemed missionary the 
late Rev. John Smith has been establish- 
ed,on the ground of unequivocal evi- 
jence; its affectionate sympathy with 
his widowed relict and mourning friends 
—relieved by the consolitory remem- 
brance, that, while the honor of a mar- 
tyr’s name invests his memory, the Spzrié 
if Glory and of God rested upon him in 
the scenes of arduous and faithful exer- 
tion, in the hour of trial, and in the pros- 
pect of immortality: and above all, the 
Society cannot but express its hope, 
that, from the justice and liberality of 
the British Legislature, a reversal of the 
fatal sentence may be obtained; and its 
cheering persuasion, that in the results 
already sequred, these disastrous events 
have fallen out rather unto the furtherance 
if the Gospel. 

Wesleyan Missionary Auziliary Society | 
for the London Districts——-This Meeting 
was held on Wednesday evening, April 
28th. The Report was read by the Rev. | 
Samuel Warren, which stated the sum 
raised by the Auxiliary Society for the 
London Districts for the last year to be 
£5,719. 17s. 4d., being an increase in 
comparison with the year preceding of | 
£605. Os. 3d. The Report also stated 
that nine additional Branch Societies had 
been formed during the year in the Lon- 
don Districts. 

From the address of Lieut. Gordon, 
which chiefly related to the Irish Mission, 
and the moral state of Ireland, we give | 
the following passages. 

*‘That what he stated might not rest 
upon general assertion, he would give 
one example which had come under his 
own observation, not connected with any 
particular individuals, but which respect- 
ed a section of country which occupied 
three days of his investigation in compa- 
hy with the High Sheriff of one of the 
counties. They went out at eight 
o’clock in the morning to examine the 
state of the population, and began an 
itinerant survey of the different families. 
They commenced with the cabin nearest 
the spot from whence they set out: and 
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the investigation was se awfully interest- 
ing, that it occupied them till the sun 
went down, They renewed it the next 
day, and on the third day in the same 
manner, Inthe course of all the cabins 
visited in these three days, there was not 
found one copy of the Scriptures, nora 
book on the subject of the Christian Re- 
ligion which could convey any idea of 
the doctrines of Christianity. There 
was just as much ignorance in that sec- 
tion as there were people; there was not 
one individual who could give any ac- 
count of Christianity in the vaguest man- 
ner, and this at a place not three hun- 
dred miles from that in which they were 
then assembled. It might give some 
idea of the moral state of the population 
of Ireland to refer to an annual assem- 
blage of the peasantry, who frequented | 
particular wells in the belief of deriving 
benefit from the supposed virtue of their 
waters. This was a specimen of a gross 
idolatry, which if it did not lead them to 
worship stocks and stones, made them 
worshippers of wood and water. The 
only difference between these people 
and pagan idolaters was, that the deities 
of the latter bore in their appearance 
some resemblance to rational beings; but 
in Ireland they worshipped the elements 
and the productions of nature. He had 
been accustomed to calculate the num- 
bers of persons collected together, and 
there was a gentleman with him who was 
also a military man; and both agreed 
that there could not be fewer than fif- 
teen thousand persons at one of these 
wells which they visited. Both were 
anxious to witness the progress of the 
ceremony, and they took their stations 
near the well. 

The ceremony commenced by the 
devotees drinking the water, and as 
soon as they had received a mouthful, 
they proceeded round the well on their 
knees, which were severely cut with the 
large sharp stones placed about it. 
He knew not whether the sight was 
most caleulated to excite feelings of pity 
or disgust. After that part of the cere- 
mony was gone through, they crawled 
about fifty yards off to a high tree, and 
cut off a large slip of the bark, which 
was considered an infallible specific 
against every evil. The house would 
not burn where this bark was; the cow 
would not die; and, in short, it was put 
in the place of that protecting Provi- 
dence under which we all lived. After 
this they crept round the tree nine 
times upon their knees, muttering their 
superstitions. From the tree they went 
toa holy stone at a distance of about 
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fifty yards, near which a broad flag was 
elevated upon two supporters. This 
was supposed to possess a virtue that 
cured all diseases of the back; and 
creeping under this stone was a certain 
remedy for all rheumatic pains, but es- 
pecially when seated inthe back. They 
then retired to an encampment about 
five hundred yards from the spot, con- 
taining about sixty five tents, where the 
scene was entirely changed; and there a 
new account was opened with con- 
science; and feasting, drinking, and the 
most abandoned profligacies, were car- 
ried on till midnight. He calculated by 
his watch the number of persons who 
went round the well on their knees in a 
minute, and in the three days it amount- 
ed to upwards of eighty thousand per- 
sons! This scene was going forward 
every day from six o’clock in the morn. 
ing till six in the evening. This was 


one instance of Irish superstitions, which || 


was calculated to let in a dim light on 
the moral state of the population of thet 
country; and where was there a part of 
the world which appealed more fercibly 
to the feelings of the British public? 
And where was there a scene where its 
exertions were more demanded? 
[Lon. Meth. Mag. 


=i 
Communicated at the Monthly Concert. 


A letter was read from the students of 
the Dutch Missionary Seminary at Rot- 
terdam, ten in number, to the students 


cases, to be almosta gift of nature. And 
it is remarkable that, with the disadvan, 
tages of an unwritten language and an 
aversion to deep thinking, their orators 
should speak in a style entirely aboye 
that of common conversation. Yet such 
is the fact. " 

As to manners and tone of voice, the | 
Indians are peculiarly mild, at all times 
and on all occasions except when intox. 
icated. Spirituous liquors make them 
perfectly insane. They are then danger. 
ous. Happily there is reason to’ belieye 
that intemperance is at present less pre. 
valent among them than formerly. They, 
have very few words of contempt in their 
language—never scold. The most dead 
ly hatred“is indicated by such language 
as this, in the usual tone of voice, —‘**we 
are not friends: we do not wish to live 
any longer.”—Telegraph 

Religious Charities.—‘*The. United 
Foreign Missionary Society,” of News 
York, received in the month of June, 


|| $1047 60. 


of the Foreign Mission School in Corn- | 


wall, which gives a more encouraging 
view of the state of vital religion in Ger- 
many, than we have been accustomed 
to hear in former years _Instances are 


not unfrequent, of the conversion of 


Jews and others, whose case is usually 
regarded as nearly hopeless. There are 
two other Missionary Schools on the 
continent of Burope; one at Berlin, 
with twelve students, and one,at Basle, 
with thirty-three. ee 

Several very interesting facts, many 
of them drawn from actual observatien, 
were communicated by the Secretary 
of the American Board, in relation to the 
character of the Cherokee and Choctaw 
Indians. The following traits were men- 
tioned as among the most striking;—1. 
Their fondness for eloquence, and pos- 
session of it ina high degree. 2. The 
mildness of their manners, in their gen- 
eral intercourse with each other. 3. 
Their love of war, 

There are several speakers among the 
Cherokees and Choctaws of considerable 
eminence. Eloquence seems, in many 


The Treasurer of the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions,’ 
acknowledges in the August Herald the 
receipt of $2794 71—besides $371 18 
legacies, and several donations in cloth: 
ing. 

1 MMO «cs. 


DIED, 

On the 17th July last, the Rev. Parur 
M. Wuetrtey, pastor of Wall-st. Church, 
New-York, in the thirtieth year of his 
age, and tenth of his ministry. 

At New-York, onthe 10th inst. Tao- 
mas JenmAN, Esq. Editor of the Sunday 
School Teacher’s Magazine. HS 

In this village, on the 4th inst. Mrs 
Mary A. Pomeroy, wife of Dr. Theodore 
Pomeroy, in the 29th year of her age, — 


2000 
Utica Missionary Depository. 
Received for the A. B. C. F. M. from 
26th June, to 26th July. , 
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Bridgewater, from the fem. benev. so. by Mrs. 
Doreas Hull, Treas. $13 0 

Rochester, from a number ef ladies, _ 60 
and a box uf clothing, not estimated; by Levi 
Wark, Esq. 

Paris, Dr. L. Judd, a donation, 12 00 

New Haven, mon.con. by Rev. Wm. Williams, 7 0 

Annsville, Oneida co. Mr. S. Miller, 10 


Newark, N. Y. Rev. Benj. Baily, a donation; 
by Rev. 5. W. Brace, 

Clinton, by scholars in S. School, 25 cts. av. of 
industry in Miss N- Royce’s School, 7 10; from 


12 @ 


the fem. sch. fund so. for the support of Azel 
Backus and Isabella Graham; by Miss N. 
Royce, Treas. _ 40 
Lenox, sec.. Pres. church, by Rev. Calvin 
Bushnel, 3 00 
Win field, mon. con. for the emancipation of the 
Negroes; by Mr. N. Crandall, : . 


i . coll. 
Utica, mon. con. ¢ os 


Amount of Cash , %99 @ 
ABIJAH THOMAS, Agen 
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